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with appropriations, the assumption that it is most efficient to 
follow, that's what we've always done, is to assume that the 
program made sense at the time that it passed and that it's 
continuing to make sense until there is a body of evidence that 
indicates to you it doesn't make sense. And when that happens, 
usually through the process of an interim study, then go ahead 
and pass a bill that changes it. To...to...to put on a sunset
creates an artificial kind of pressure that you may or may not
want. I didn't know whether to say this today, but I think you
should know that the NRDs are in a crisis right now,
financially, because a sunset was put on the fertilizer tax bill 
and the Revenue Committee just killed it. Now we're going to 
have to figure out what to do, and it's a major, major problem 
and it has to be dealt with now in a kind of crisis situation 
rather than dealing with it in a more deliberative process. So 
I don't think this process works very well and I don't know that 
there's a logical connection between the sunset on one...on one 
fund and saying, therefore, the other fund should have a sunset 
too. I mean, even if you believe in sunsets, there's a
substantial difference between the two funds. The Litter Tax 
Fund is used principally for education purposes. It's the Keep 
America Beautiful Program. I don't know how many of you, in
your communities, have had experience with that program whereby 
they try to involve a great many volunteers and usually do, but 
one could argue that maybe we don't need these volunteers going 
down the sides of roads and cleaning up litter or having
hazardous waste disposal days when you can bring in your
household waste and those sorts of things. Maybe you 
don't...maybe you don't think it's worthwhile to have those 
programs. But the fund that Senator Baker is talking about is 
more important than that because that's the fund by which we're 
discovering and finding out how to recycle things, how to make 
recycling work, which is a major part of our solid waste 
management program and in the future has to be a major part of 
cutting down on waste that goes into our solid waste dumps.
Because those... those dumps now are very expensive because of 
the federal requirements and as much space as you can save in 
those dumps, through recycling or volume reduction at the start 
of the process, the better off you're going to be financially, 
even though it takes some money to do it at the front end. And 
we don't know how to do some of these things. Recycling 
historically is a relatively new concept. Yes, we are wasting


