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next thing you take away from the needs is...and the way I had 
looked at it is, you take the value of all the property in the 
state times the local effort rate and that gives you what...what 
resources you have from property tax. So you take that away and 
then you get to the amount of aid that you need. But what we do 
in statute is we set the amount of aid by statute. We've got 
this $591 million so we set...we freeze the aid factor. The 
needs are out there and are always set. What...what gives? 
What part of the formula fluctuates? The valuation of property 
is set, so that doesn't fluctuate. The only thing that 
fluctuates is the other resources. In this case, we had less of 
those resources, which means you need more aid, and the local 
effort rate. That's what fluctuates. That's what, in this 
case, fluctuated down. It went below a dollar. The statute 
says you can't go below a dollar, so what do we do? That's the 
problem. It was fro...the statute says it's at a dollar, so if 
you change the local effort rate and allow that to go down.... 
When we talk about the $22 million, and, Senator Bohlke, if 
I'm...correct me if I'm wrong, $22 million is what happened last 
year. We're talking about this year. I don't know what that 
number's going to be. Twenty-two million dollars is easy to 
talk about because if everything was equal like last year that's 
what the figure would be. If you're going to allow that local 
effort rate to fluctuate, who knows what that aid figure might 
be. As long as you've got the aid figure set over here in 
stone...
PRESIDENT NAURSTAD: One minute.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: ...you're going to have to have some things
give in the formula. And so I think what the problem here is 
going to have to be is, and if there's a factor, for example, 
for facilities that there's talked about, that's going to affect 
the need. So that's over on the other end. That's going to 
mean more need. So if you have more need, that means more aid 
at the other end. And if you allow that local effort rate to 
fluctuate, you may be.... And that's the reason I want to see 
some numbers before I make too great a commitment. You may have 
a lot more aid that you need. I don't know. I don't know that 
anybody knows that. And so as we begin to talk about this, the 
policy is important, but I keep going back...these bills are not 
property tax bills. These are state aid bills dealing with what


