
February 2, 1999 LB 32

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber’s Office

the TERC board, this is one of the few boards out here, and 
actually it is not a board, one of the few functioning
regulators that....it'd be similar to the Public Service 
Commission. That's about the next closest thing I can give you 
as an example. It's an issue of fairness where she is taking 
her salary in order to serve, and I don't think it's
particularly fair. The members of the Revenue Committee saw fit 
to agree with that, advance the bill out. This would allow for 
out-of-pocket expenses not to exceed the appropriation that's 
made in here. That would be...the fiscal note is $7,478, so
roughly $7,500 a year. That claim would have to be done through 
the Department of Administrative Services, DAS, as anyone else, 
and it is for actual expenditures, so it is not a per diem. It 
would be done similar to what we have to do. She would be 
required to have rules and regulations put in place and adopted 
by the TERC to do this. I think that it is a matter of fairness 
and one that we should have done when we originally created the 
TERC board, but we were more interested in the substance instead 
of how the actual policy for the commissioners to do. And for 
her, I think it's the right thing to do. There is a threshold 
of 80 miles. So if someone from the third district lives wi* .iin 
80 miles, we think that's probably a reasonable commute distance 
and would not allow any of the living expenses, if you lived 
within 80 miles, so there is that provision in the bill. I'd be 
happy to answer any questions and would hope that we could 
process this bill this morning.
SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you, Senator Kristensen. Senator
Wehrbein, please.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Yes, Mr. Speaker and members of the body,
Senator Kristensen, I have a couple of questions. I support 
this bill and I understand the need for it. I do wonder, do you 
know, are you aware of other commissions that we may have with 
similar circumstances? And the first question might well be, I 
know her, she is in the third district, I can't remember, is 
there a requirement for them to be across the state necessarily?
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Yes, there is.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: So that does explain that, and are we doing
this in other areas? So I'm looking at it as a precedent or...


