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written right now, any member of the Nebraska National Guard who 
enrolls, it has to be in a regionally accredited college or 
university in this state. I have handed out a letter from the 
Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education, which dealt 
with this issue last year, and showing that, again, the idea of 
inclusiveness is one that we should be working towards as 
opposed to exclusiveness. But let me talk a little bit more 
about the issue of regionally versus nationally accrediting. 
This is a letter from the Accrediting Council for Independent 
Colleges and Schools, and basically it says that the purpose of 
accreditation is to assess and enhance the educational quality 
of an entire institution or a specific program of study. It's 
either a programmatic accreditation or it's institutional. 
Programmatic accreditation is an assessment of a particular 
program of study, such as law, music, or library science. 
Institutional accreditation means the entire institution has 
been assessed, from the governance and financial stability of 
the programs of study, and student services of that institution. 
The Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools, or 
ACICS, is, like the regional accrediting agencies, a national 
accredit...an institutional accrediting agency. That means they 
look at the entire institution. Now, are they a legitimate 
accrediting agency? Is something going to happen here if this 
should be opened up to allow postsecondary institutions 
accredited by national accrediting association, guaranteed by 
the Department of Education, United States Department of 
Education, if they're allowed in also? The ACICS is a nonprofit 
education corporation founded in 1912 and has been recognized by 
the U.S. Secretary of Education since 1956, which was just four 
years after the recognition process was introduced. It is 
recognized as a national accrediting body of postsecondary 
institutions offering primary business and business-related 
programs of study at nondegree, associate, bachelor, master 
degree levels. Now, there is an organization that has the 
function of recognizing institutional accrediting agencies and 
that is called the Council of Higher Education Accreditation, 
and it was formed by the presidents of colleges and universities 
across the United States. ACICS is the only national 
accrediting agency recognized by CHEA, as are the six regional 
accrediting bodies. What we're dealing with then is an issue 
of, are they able to participate in a program that's going to be 
open to all of the other institutions of postsecondary across


