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that is, that"s one of those big horses that can pull this
building down by itself, and put it on the back of a Chihuahua.
The Chihuahua cannot carry the saddle. That rule is what you
would call overkill. The Speaker told you that he offered
senators, whose bills were under siege, the opportunity to take
advantage of this rule and they didn"t wantto. See, 1 will
deliver on what Isay I will do, and they know that once it's
invoked, they are going to have to invoke it on every bill that
comes before us, every bill And 1°m going to put my name up
there as one of those who wants to be a part of the discussions
of how we"re going to schedule, which amendments will come up,
and so forth, and I will let them know all these amendments that
I intend to offer. But in bumping some of mine, they cannot say
that we"re going to let some other senatoroffer what you were
going to offer while keeping yours out because 1 will charge you
with discrimination. I*m not allowed to offer it, as the only
black member, but this white member can offer the same amendnent
and get it jumped ahead of mine. I can anticipate the
amendments that will be offered on a bill by those who support
it. I can anticipate amendments that they ought to offer but
they don"t know enough to offer, and 1 will discuss these things
with senators. | have worked with Senator Bromm to clean up a
bill he had. I worked with Senator Bruning on a bill that 1
detested. | haveworked with practically every senator on this
floor, yet |I"ve become the target and I am thevillain. And
when you reach the last stop before plunging into oblivion, do
you knov the one you turn to? Not Ghostbusters. They come to
me and say, Ernie, 1Is there some way something can be done about
this? And being the wise person that | am, thinking about the
institution, 1 work with these senators, knowing how they have
had their fingerprints on the dagger that"s protruding from my
back. I know this body, Senator Redfield, Senator Smith,
Senator Bourne, sitting there trying to be quiet and blend in
with the background and think 171l not see him. But how can he
hide behind a purple book? There"s a contrast there, it won"t
work. I see all and know all. _I'm like Argus. Look up Argus
in the dictionary, maybe Senator Tyson, who"s not doing anything
constructive, can tell you all about Argus,and what Argus"s
main attribute was. But here is what we"reconfronting— a rule
that does nothing except clutter the book. Even some of those
other provisions, such as cloture, have not been regularly
utilized, and instead of the cloture rule, [limiting debate in
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