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is the top sheet and I will not speak to the last three lines
there. That is a committee amendment. But the first part, the
two paragraphs, the main part of the two paragraphs is, in
essence, putting into rule the process and the policies that we
have been following. The first one has to do with the status
sheet. That is something that you®"ve become quite accustomed to
and | am sure that if you did not have it you would have...if it
did not show up this year, for example, you would wonder where
it’s at. It was not part ofthe rules. We decided to make it
part of the rules, so thatyou will have the status sheet upon
the appropriate time when we start into the budget situation, as
you normally get it now when we go into discussion of the

budget. That gives you an updated version. We are trying to
probably do more of that even between now and then, giving Yyou
updates on the status of the sheets. The other one is

conversations that turned into discussions that turned into more
formal-like meetings between the Revenue Committee and the

Aﬁpropriations Committee, etting to understanding the status
sheet.  Part of this comes from the fact that many houses,
including Congress, have a Ways and Means Committee. In other

words, the responsibility for expenditures and revenues lies in
the same committee. We have different committees here, separate
committees, but we have felt in recent years that there ought to
be more conversation between it. This formalizes that more in

the policy, formalizes that policy more in the rule. Now the
last three lines, as underlined, were committee amendments. |1
am not as clear on the reason for that. The way | interpret

that, and I°'m not uncomfortable with it, but as | interpret
that, it means that not just the Chair and the Vice Chair will
make the Final decision, but it will be upon agreement of the
committee. Actually, we have been following that process. |
don*t recall that we"ve actually taken a formal vote and say we
accept this, but most of_this has to do within the out years.
And 1 will make.._the differences of opinion can show up In the
out years. In other words, a slight increase in the first year
of a budget can make quite an impact in the fourth year. So
when we do a two-year biennial...do a biennial budget, that"s a
two year, most of the discussion centers on the out years in
terms of revenue and/or expenses, and that"s where the
difference of opinion may come. And it"s simply, we have
not...we always have to recognize that forecasting is an
imperfect science, and a small degree of error is usually



