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department, I, tell you the truth, filed a suit, didn"t mean
much, suggesting we didn"t need a subdivision; we were doing
very well with voluntary, in a voluntary way, resolving this
unique problem to our counties which was unique from any other
county. But in any case, the amendment that'3 been offered, as
it applies to natural resource districts, is just one of about
180 subdivisions of government that we have in Douglas County.
Counties are one, the city is one, we have school districts, in
fact, we have twelve or thirteen, whatever it is, school

districts. And when you consider the school districts are the
people that spend the vast majority of property tax dollars,
it's really interesting that this proposal and bill and no
amendments apparently are available that would crank school
districts into this consideration and debate if, in fact, this
is a property tax issue, 1if, in fact, we"re trying to resolve
property  tax. Then in Douglas County we"ve got twelve or
fourteen, 1 honestly can"t remember exactly at this time how
many, but there are at least ten that have busing systems. You
know we"ve got ten busing systems, we"ve got twelve or fourteen
superintendents and | could go on down the line, and all of them
do nothing different from what anybody else does. Some might do
it a little better and differently, or worse and differently, as
the <case might be as it applies to special ed and so on. So 1
was sitting here before the amendment was offered on natural
resource districts wondering to myself why aren®t they, why
aren"t they doing this in school districts as well? But we"re
not. And it would be interesting for somebody that®"s suggesting
that this is important for counties to maybe tell me why, and if
you don"t 11l stand up and ask the question again, why we®"re
not doing this as it applies to school districts. Maybe it"s
sensitive politically out in your part of the country. It"s
sensitive politically in mine. And I think you remember, 1 did
offer a bill once that provided we should have one school
district per county, and I got shot down in flames, especially
from out southwest with all those rich school districts in Omaha
and Douglas County. But, to be completely frank, I"m not sure
where you begin and where you end. I am not going to oppose. 1
will support the legislation, 1085, because 1 think it is a good
idea for the counties to talk to each other and see how they can
work together. It"s ea3y. And it"s just as easy for school
districts, and it"s just as easy for natural resource districts
because in the case of the counties, as in the case of NRDs, as
in the case of education, they"re all doing the same thing.
They"re all assessing property, and there"s talking about

13027



