
February 2 %  1996 LB 1243

causes an undue burden or a lack of viable fiscal resources. If 
it's a county, I would assume the levy is, cannot exceed the 
fifty cent constitutional limit and then some kind of a 
documentation why other entitlement costs are such that the, 
that there is not adequate other means of raising revenue. I 
have all the sympathy in the world for the problem in Richardson 
County, but I have a suspicion that this could become a major 
cost for state government on down the line. Senator Beutler has 
talked about if we move in the direction whether by petition or 
statutorily with even further limitations on expenditures, no 
doubt that maybe we'll have to have something like this to meet 
some of the probloms of local governments should that happen. 
But I would be much more comfortable if it was much more clearly 
defined and not nearly what appears to me very wide open. 
Senator Vrtiska, at 1 aast if you could give me some idea how 
broad. You mentioned some things, but how broad or in what way 
does the term "legal mandates" lead, does it limit anything? 
And then some justification why the state should be the insurer 
of federal mandates. I wouldn't argue about state mandates, 
because with those we can change. But I see no basis for the 
state to be the insurer for the cost of federal mandates. I'll 
give you the rest of my time to respond.
SENATOR CROSBY: You have about a minute and a half to respond.
SENATOR VRTISKA: Oh, thank you, Senator Warner. I'd just like
to respond by saying that we spent a great deal of time trying 
to make this as narrow as we possibly could. And I would 
certainly appreciate working with you or any member of the body 
in making a definite interpretation of some of these, 3ome of 
these areas you feel that are rather...not defined very well. 
We spent a great deal of time trying to make this as narrow as 
we could simply because we didn't want anyoody that had a fiscal 
problem, simply because they were big spenders or didn't manage 
their affairs well, would be able to come in and ask for the 
state to bail them out. Obviously that's...I'm not in favor of 
that and I don't think anybody on tne floor is. If the people 
who are in charge of government don't manage their own affairs 
in a, in a manner that's prudent, then I don't think that they 
should be rewarded. Our whole purpose in following this was 
somewhat...
SENATOR CROSBY: One minute.
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