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occur a little bit greater degree than what they do in other 
parts of the state, since most of the chases do occur in the 
Omaha area. But it is a concern of people, to the taxpayers, 
first, because of the pursuits, and, secondly, because of the 
liability issues that affect the city of Omaha. Now it isn't 
something that is...is just talked about once a year here down 
at the Legislature, a bill is brought in, and then the committee 
examines it, and it's forgotten about. This is something that's 
been talked about on a monthly basis. One of the approaches 
that was brought forward was the use of helicopters to try to 
deal with the high-speed pursuit chases, along with other...use 
of the helicopters for other type3 of law enforcement, and I...I 
believe that this is something that other cities have used to 
try to deal with the problem, and I think it's an approach th&t 
the city is saying, we're not going to stand back and just 
continue to have these high-speed pursuit chases because, 
certainly, the legislation the state adopted did not stop these 
types of pursuits. It only stated that if they are going to be 
involved in these pursuits that they make especially certain 
that people will not be inadvertently injured as a result of 
these high-speed pursuits. So the city nas made modifications 
through the years. First they kind of slowed down the process. 
Now we are back to the point where I think where they continue 
on with the pursuits, but they make darn sure that they 
are...that this is something that they need to be pursuing. 
Now, you know, I think most of us realize that when you are
involved in a situation, we've probably watched enough shows 
where we see the bank robber run out of the bank and police 
pursue them in high speed, and I think there is not a person in 
this body that would disagree that involving...cases involving a 
bank robbery or any type of felony case where a police officer 
is involved in a high-speed pursuit, that's something that needs 
to occur. But, you know, what do you do in these judgment calls 
where someone runs a red light and they proceed on a high-speed 
pursuit or...you know, they could go on for miles, or the case 
where you have drunk driver and they involve in a high-speed
pursuit. I know Senator Vrtiska doesn't like to get quoted too
often. He got quoted in the paper here yesterday or today and 
he was a little... little upset about that, but I am going to 
quote one conversation that I did have with him this morning 
about high-speed pursuits, and he cited the example of that
authoritative TV show called "Cops" and they had a camera along 
with an individual that was involved in a high-speed pursuit, 
and this guy, this police officer was following this gentleman
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