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finer print of that budget, and the more detailed information,
and that will have to emerge over the course of the next
session, and into the future. So, no, in terms of the three,
yeah, they"ll be coming in with a budget, not the five.

SENATOR MAURSTAD: Thank you. As | indicated at the start of

this, 1 am supportive. I think that we need to work the best we
can anytime we can...and we can reorganize government. We are
asking the 1local governments to do that. I think we need to

evaluate how the state is delivering their services, and | think
that it"s important as we do this that we try to make sure that
we have specific goals and objectives, however, that we are
trying to accomplish as we...as we move down this course.

SPEAKER WITHEM: Senator Witek.

SENATOR WITF™: Thank you. Just to follow-up on some of Senator
Maurstad®"s concerns | guess on money, | would like to say that 1
can see that there is not a majority of people on this floor who
will ask the big question and that"s about people. And 1 know
that the Governor has signed a pact with the union and the union
is going to be brought along here, NAPE-AAFCSME, and they are
talking about not losing one job over this consolidation and all

of these other things, but 1 just had a conversation with
Senator Wehrbein on costs, on saving costs. And, to me, costs
are escalating in two areas. They are escalating in the

programs that have go®.e through this floor and been approved by
the majority of you on this floor, and that"s where more and
more people are accessing government monies because of more
programs. And they"ve also, the costs have also increased
tremendously, 12 percent or so a year, because of the cost of
personnel, personnel in state government, the 37,000 or however
many people we have working for state government right now. Now
if you are going to combine these departments, five into three,
and you are talking about efficiency and effectiveness, we are

not just talking about paper. We are not just talking about
paper. As Senator Wehrbein said to me, we"re talking about four
people who would be with one client, and |1 will use his

terminology, client, although I don"t like it, one client; one
person will be helping that one client, and | said where is the
other three people going to go. Well, they are going to go do
something else for these agencies, these other three people are
going to go do something else because we"ve already got a
Governor and a Lieutenant Governor who have agreed and
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