February 12, 1996 LB 1044

That"s what we need to do. But the computer system is not now
capable of doing that. And that will, again, have to be evolved
as we evolve the rest of the services.

SENATOR JONES: Thank you, 1I...
SENATOR WrSELY: You made an excellent point.

SENATOR JONES: Thank you. That was one of my main points of it
and | thi.ik 1 want to support the bill. But something else that
kind of bothers me with the bill too, is it actually going to
cost more dollars and cents in the end? Do we have to bring in
somebody else on it? So that"s another point that 1 think that
we... I want to listen to as the bill moves along, because every
time you think you"re going to combine things you think it"s
going to cost less dollars and cents. But 1 think we"re going
on the righ": track here, 1 just hope that we can get it done
without involving more tax dollars. Thank you again.

PRESIDENT ROBAK: Thank you, Senator. Senator Dierks.

SENATOR DIERKS: Thank you, Madam President and members of the
Legislature. I jJust had to spout off a little bit, 1 guess,
about this legislation. I understand, 1 think, the significance
of it and the huge, huge job that it"s going to be. And I have
to be supportive of that. One of the questions that | had at
the committee hearing, and then I"ve talked with the different
agency heads, and one of the concerns | have is with the way the
policy has developed for this new structure, because, and 1
think someore else has mentioned it here before, 1 think maybe
Senator Pedersen did, that we need to make sure that when policy
is developed that there is input from every angle, especially
for those people who are what 1 call front-line workers, the
people who have their hands on with the projects. I think that
one of the things we have to guard against, and we hear it
frequently from our...the critical people at home is top-heavy
administration. And we need to watch that, and 1°m not sure how
we do that, but | think that has to be pretty carefully guarded
against, that all of our dollars iIn these agencies are not being
spent on administration, that the most of them are being spent
in services. I had a conversation with a fellow one day who was
on one of our health boards, and he had asked...l believe
somebody...one of the committee...board meetings he was to,
where Dr. Horton was. He"s on the board and they said, well,
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