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Cabinet to make sure that cooperation is there between these 
three new entities. One of the reasons that we're moving
forward with this legislation is there hasn't always been the 
cooperation between the agencies that there should be, and by 
bringing them together in this fashion and strengthening the 
role of Policy Secretary we think that that will ensure greater 
cooperation between these very important agencies of state 
government. With that, I'd be happy to answer any questions on
the committee amendments and ask your support for them.
PRESIDENT ROBAK: Thank you, Senator Wesely. Senator Crosby.
SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, Madam President and members. And
thank you, Senator Wesely, for your explanation of the committee 
amendments, and we'll take you on faith. I don't think we'll, 
each one, go through and be sure that there is nothing... that 
you haven't put something in there that we don't know about. 
The only reason I want to speak this morning, and I'm not going 
to belabor the subject a lot, I have been to at least two
briefings concerning the partnership project, and I have
listened, I have read everything that's come across my desk and
more than once to try to understand what we're trying to do 
here. I just have two concerns about it and I want to voice 
those thio morning so we all understand what we're doing and why 
we're trying to do it. But I do think we have to be honest with 
the voters and with the public that initially, if this comes to 
pass that we join these agencies and they start working together 
in a more efficient way, that will not necessarily save any tax 
money. I think we have to be really careful with a project as 
big as this that we don't mislead people and make it look like 
we are doing something that is going to eliminate a lot of 
funding. And the reason I say that is because each one of these 
departments has services that they render, and those services 
will continue to be rendered, they will have to be because of 
federal funding and/or the need that people have and that the 
state recognizes that they have and that they serve. So that's 
my first concern, and I just want to be sure. The second 
concern, and I think the administration has met this, the
front-line employees in each department concerned are the
people, the state employees who will, in effect, implement these 
changes that we make. The front-line employees are the ones who 
will work with the...each department will work back and forth to 
be sure that they are finding what we conceive as overlap, and 
there are a lot of them. Two years ago, when I did my DWI
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