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Fonner Park Scholarship Program, 161; College Park 1in Grand
Island, $150,000; Island Oasis, a water park in Grand Island,
they donated land to it, $101,000; United Way, 103,000. They"re
now building a soccer Tfield for children to use on their

facility. I think It s an industry that"s viable. I think it
perhaps needs a little jump start on the eastern side of us, our
neighbors in Omaha. Fonner Park will survive, we"ll Kkeep on

racing horses and we"ll keep on serving the people. We talked a
little bit about keno. Fonner Park runs the keno operation in
Grand Island. Thirty thousand dollars was budgeted to repair
the Plains Center for Mental Health. Eighty thou...or $8,000
the Economic Development Corporation. Another 14.._that was
8,000 for the Cornhusker Ammunition (inaudible) to have funds,
some starting money. Fourteen thousand what the Economic
Development Corporation. Fifty thousand from the keno funds to
Stuhr Museum. They"ve budgeted this year 100,000. They have
allocated 7,000 to family violence. These are our neighbors we
have out there. They"ve been good neighbors. They"ve supported
our town and our area. And it goes to Kearney, it goes to
Hastings, the whole Midwest has benefited from it. 1 think we
must continue and address this issue to make horse racing solid,
prolong the life, maybe, but 1 think we5/e got to look at these
options. IT 1 could say one thing about Nebraska, we probably
on the downside of the curve. And I'm not a real strong...lI
probably don®"t gamble that much, but we missed the boat and
we"re losing. That boat has left maybe, but we"re losing as we
look around. We have now the Santee Indian Reservation. Do you
think 1i1ts going to stop there? I doubt it. You think the
Santee Indian Reservation is going do such things as 1 just told
you in Nebraska? | doubt it seriously. I think we have to make
a decision. I (inaudible) make it today, I1°d like to see it
today. 1 hope we can get together on this thing and think about
it. I think we ought to abandon the bracket motion and get to
this issue of this horee racing and our continued...the economic
impact in Nebraska is great. 1 know you hear figures and they
tell you it"s 200,000, 300,000 dollars, it"s agriculture. But
without some support, | really fear that we"re going to lose
Fonner Park or we"re going to lose Ak-Sar-Ben. And when we lose
Ak-Sar-Ben we lose the quality that we"ve enjoyed out in Fonner.

Fonner, of course, now will be racing the fifteenth, 1 believe,
their first race day. They"1l be running, they"re ready,
they"ve been set back. The track is still frozen but they

assured me last weekend and this nice weather will have them
ready to go.

10815



