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And so what we need to do 1is Tfind a way to stop those
individuals from hurting again. So we are offering this bill,

the Offender Registry Act, and that will help, 1 think, alert
the public to these individuals and hopefully protect them. But
in my view, it isn"t adequate. It is a first step toward...the
need for additional steps is there. We do not have, for
instance, an ability to keep some of these individuals behind
bars or in a secure setting for the rest of their lives. And

there are individuals who simply are found to be unable to
reform themselves, that their sexual violence is such ingrained
within their, their psyche, their personality, that no matter
how much work is done with these individuals, they simply will
strike again. So, in my view, the registry, though it is
welcome in alerting the law enforcement and individuals that
there is some danger at hand and people need to respond and take
precautions, nevertheless, in my view, the real central issue is
why do we vrelease these people in the first place if they
continue to be a threat to the public? And we can talk about
that some more, hut | hope that in time, this will not be the
answer to the problem, ...

SPEAKER WITHEM: One minute.

SENATOR WESELY: ...it will be the first step to dealing with
the problem. And again, 1 rise in support of the bill and in
support of the amendment and acknowledge that Senator Chambers
has a point when he talks about the term 'predator'”. But I

think, 1 think it"s not totally inappropriate, but nevertheless,
1 would support language that would define these individuals as
offenders versus predators. And we can address the other issues
in due time. Thank you.

SPEAKER WITHEM: Thank you, Senator Wesely. Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Speaker and members of the Legislature,
we"re working on an amendment now to deal with that term
"predator" and "predatory', but that will then allow me to look
at some aspects of the bill itself. And despite the fact that
the federal government is mandating this, 1 don"t think a good
argument has been presented yet for this. So let me ask a
question of.._.Senator Witek, 1"d like to ask you, do you know
what the hammer is the federal government is using, if this, a
bill such as this is not enacted?
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