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one. I happen to know the election commissioner from Multnomah
County in Oregon, where they"ve been doing this since 1981, and
she"s extremely enthusiastic about it. They haven"t had fraud
problems. They saved money, they"ve increased their voter
turnout. Now, l...1"m going to be the first to tell you this
does make me a little nervous when you get into talking about,
like they had in Oregon recently, the senate race. That makes
me nervous. I"'m not willing to try that yet, 1"m not ready for
that yet. And in spite of the fact that, as Senator Elmer and |
w**re talking about a few minutes ago, we know that eventually
the technology, it probably is available even now, where you can
be fingerprinted and vote via computer, 1 mean...and that would
be really a good verification process. I"'m not...1 don"t even
want to think about that because 1 think it"s really important
that we maintain that people go to the polls and vote. I mean
that"s kind of your patriotic duty, that"s kind of gets people’s
civic pride going. And 1 think that I don"t ever want to
abandon the polls. All this bill is asking for is that you can
do it in a special election, which people don"t turn out for
very much because there"s not a [lot of publicity about it,
there®s not a lot of advertising about it, there"s only usually
one issue on the ballot that they go vote on. And so other
things get in the way and they don"t go do it. We know that if
we make it easier for them they will vote and they will vote in
greater numbers. I guess, with that, | would just encourage you
to vote for advancement. I know that there"s...

SPEAKER WITHEM: One minute.

SENATOR  SCHIMEK: ...people in here who will have amendments on
Select File, and you can decide on Select File. I know that
Senator Wehrbein®s got questions about the timing, and 1 think
that we need to look at that. We need to look at if we could
reduce the timeframe and still guarantee that the post office
would get the envelopes there on time. 1"d be willing to look
at that, I think we should 1look at that. I like Senator
Beutler®s suggestion of the double envelope to preserve people®s
confidentiality, 1 think that would be good. 1 think there"s
some things that we can investigate meanwhile. So | just urge
your advancement at this point.

SPEAKER WITHEM: Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Mr. President, a priority motion. Senator
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