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person is being used on the information system project but they
are working very hard to make sure that all the reviews get done
and the courts... they are also trying to help the court up the 
numbers of their reviews so I don't think that Social Services
should be characterized as not caring about these reviews, they
care very much. Secondly, the reason I am getting up in support 
of the Hillman amendment is because we have, we have some 
problems elsewhere. We have a bill on this floor, for instance, 
that would move an independent agency under the Governor's 
jurisdiction. And, that one is a tough one for me because I 
think that agency, which has to maybe pass judgment on cases 
involving a lot of agencies, really shouldn't be under the 
Governor, really should be an independent entity. But here you 
have an agency which is carrying out some of the basic functions 
of the state that according to this bill would sort of be out 
there as a totally independent agency. And at one point in the 
bill, Senator Avery, the new amendment I should say that becomes 
the bill, it talks about the fact that the state board becomes 
fiscally responsible for its own, its own work. In fact, if you 
will look on page 2, it says that the state board shall be 
fiscally responsible for any noncompliance sanctions imposed by 
the federal government. I'm gong to ask Senator Avery about 
what this means but to my mind it means that this agency can 
have big fines imposed on it, can be liable to the federal 
government and yet the state really has no control over it, it 
is sitting out by itself as an independent agency. I don't 
believe that the nature of its job requires it to be an 
independent agency, not like the NEOC or any other agency that I 
can think of. What...the functions that it would be performing 
would be...
PRESIDENT ROBAK: One minute.
SENATOR SCHIMEK: ...very, very much a state function. Senator
Avery, Senator Avery.
SENATOR AVERY: Yes.
SENATOR SCHIMEK: I'm not going to have time to ask you this
question now, but I would like a response at some point about 
what this sentence means, "That the board shall be fiscally 
responsible for any noncompliance sanctions imposed by the 
federal government."
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