January 24, 1996 LB 642

process, we"re totally taking it out and doing away with it if
we get to the point where after the pilot project we adopt this
statewide. And that concerns me. But what concern* me even
more about this amendment, as opposed to the one that was
printed on page 410 of your Journal, is that it takes out any
kind of a review process after you"ve had the pilot project.
There®s no, no review process. And I understand Senator
Warner*s objection to a review process because it"'s my
understanding that the Program Evaluation Committee already has
lots of requests for program evaluations, so if we start
mandating in bills what that committee"s going to do, it"s going
to be overwhelmed before the year®s out so 1 understand that.
But 1 still like to have some kind of a review process when
we"re making this kind of a fundamental shift. And so I"ve got
staff that is putting together some kind of an amendment that at
least would mandate that review for the Health and Human
Services Committee to do if no ore else. And that doesn"t mean
that Program Evaluation couldn®t still do it, in fact 1 think
they should still do it because they"re the ones that have the
staff to go into this ingreat detail. Having said that,
Senator Avery, 1 do have some questions now.

SENATOR AVERY: Okay.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: How many total DSS employees are there doing
internal reviews right now?

SENATOR  AVERY: That"s hard. There originally was 11 people
that were doing the internal reviews. In a conversation with
Jessie Rasmussen, who had just recently been the assistant
director, she has said,she has told me that they have done seme
shifting, and that goes along with the, the agency"s plan, |
think, or philosophy that maybe these reviews that they"re doing
aren"t as important. So they, it seems like they have shifted a
few people out of that, that unit to do other things.

SENATOR  SCHIMEK: Wait a minute. Jessie Rasmussen®s still the
agency assistant director, right?

SENATOR AVERY: Right.
SENATOR SCHIMEK: Okay, ...
SENATOR AVERY: That"s what 1I...
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