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And it"s not because of the rules of the Legislature, it's
because we individually are weak. There are weak links, Senator
Beutler, in this body, and the Governor, the Attorney General,
some judges can Ffind individuals to carry water for them.
That"s what happens. So despite the presence or absence of this
rule change, the essential nature of the Legislature will not
alter at all. Until we get stronger people with a greater will
to protect and advance the interests of the Legislature as an

institution, nothing is going tc change. 1t"1l be that thing
which is Kkicked around by the other two branches. That will
continue to happen. This proposal that Senator Beutler SO

strongly supports has to do with taking away prerogatives from
individual members so that when the Governor or one of these
special interest groups comes in here with a steam roller, it
cannot be stopped. All they have to coopt is the Speaker. He
is correct, Senator Beutler is, about how quickly attention
spans will lapse on the floor of the Legislature. He seemed to
be kind of unsure that 1 should have used the term slow-witted
and slow-footed, but then in his discussion he talked about how
hard i1t is to keep people interested in a discussion about the

rules because it"s boring. But it"s important. He is
confirming by his presentation what |1 stated in two words,
slow-witted. That"s why 1 will always frankly express what is
on my mind. And if there are chips that fall, let them lie

where they fall. When 1 argue against these autocratic rules,
I"m not doing it for my 3ake. You just give me additional tools
with which to ply my trade. Youcannot stop me if I want to
talk. I can offer amendments, 1 can offer motions, and if the
motion is vruled out of order, 1 can challenge that. So there
will always be a way to be found. But for the rest of you that
cannot be said because as Senator Beutler pointed out, to most
people, the rules are a boring subject and people will not study
them to find out what is therein. Some were surprised to Tfind
out the other day when 1 raised a point of order that the rules
say that a person should only offer a bill or cosponsor it if he
or she personally supports the bill. Didn"t know that was in
the rules, but it"s one of the most important things that you
can find there. Senator Beutler, I'm aware more of the
ignorance of my colleagues than perhaps | am of the actual
contents of the rules. I can 3ay something®s in the rule book
even if 1it"s not and people will say, 1| guess that"s right.
Fortunately | don®"t often do that. IT 1 do it then 171l make it
clear before we"re through that 1 just manufactured that. 1"ve
suggested ways when 1 was engaging in a long discussion that if
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