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can pick as his own personal priority bill, and beyond the other
48 senator priority bills. The Speaker can still pick five
other bills that we would be able to bring to the top of the
order, ahead of all of ours. I'm willing to say there might be
some technical... there might be some times when that would be
helpful. 1 don"t [like 1it, but I'm willing to concede that
point. Maurstad®"s amendment certainly helped create the balance
between committee chairs and the committee®s responsibilities by
saying it must work with the committees and the Speaker. But
this last section gives...is going just a step too far. This
last section says that when the Speaker,and the bills he picks,
or she picks, some day, Senator Crosby and Senator
Schimek...when the Speaker picks those bills and puts them to
the top of the list, the Speaker can also then make the
motions...decide which amendments and motions will be talked
about in what order. And 1 just want to remind the body of
something Senator Beutler said that technically was correct, but
in theory, 1iIn practice it was...theoretically it was correct,
but in practice it was incorrect. Senator Eeutler said 1if the
body had discipline we would always be able to talk about all
the amendments, regardless if the amendmert that, say, Sanator
Jensen had, the Speaker said was not very valuable, and put it
at the bottom of the list. If we move guickly through the
amendments then all the amendmentswould be able to be talked

about. Its up to the body to decide that. On major
controversial issues, as Senator Will indicated that these would
probably be, that doesn"t happen. We®"ve seen it before, not

only from Senator Chambers but Senator Dierks, from time to
time, on water issues versus NRD voting rights, has decided to
filibuster from time to time. Senator Pirsch, years ago, on an
abortion issue, did a Tfilibuster for a time. Senator Crosby
certainly went into a...as much as she could to try to stop a
welfare bill. We"ve all seen the controversial issues, they gee
bogged down and the body has to work very hard to get certain
amendments agreed to or not. But eventually what happens it
cloture is filed and passed. The amendments below that are
never talked about. And what this particular section does is
empower a Speaker to say, theseare the amendments | think are
the most important; these are the motions | think are the most
important; and the rest ofthe motions and amendments filed by
senators in good faith are not. 1 personally think that"s
appalling. 1 like to see the Legislature move quickly. I get
frustrated when we get bogged down, but this is not a way to
speed things up. This is a way that will create more animosity.



