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we recommend the construction of modular housing at the State
Penitentiary to provide an additional 300 beds. This approach

is appropriate for our needs. it is much less costly than
building a new prison, and it addresses the problem quickly.
Second, we will need additional funding to proceed with the
development of the secure youth confinement facility in Omaha.

The third initiative is the development of a prison work camp.
This 1is more than a military-style boot camp that aimplywhips
offenders into physicalshape and returns them to society.This
is a tightly-structured prison work camp. I will also support
legislation to amend the statutory definition of second degree
murder to include malice as an element. The Nebraska Supreme
Court is expected to rule soon on key issues iIn the important
area of drunk drivingenforcement. I"m prepared to have
emergency legislation introduced, if necessary, to preserve our
existing DWI enforcement tools. I will continue my efforts to
provide greater accountability for decisions by the Parole Board

and 1 will support legislation to expand the state"s authority

in cases of individuals committed to public mental health

facilities who walk away without authorization. New crime
statistics have given us some positive news, adult crime and
arrestsare stable or declining in Nebraska. But,

unfortunately, figures for youth violence, gang activity and
drug involvement continue to climb. Some would have us believe
that the only way to fight crime is to Jlock up offenders and
throw away the key. But this issue doesn"t need demagogues, it
needs leaders. And there are no quick fixes. Legislation alone
cannot curb this increase. It will require personal involvement
and community ;tion, such as Mr. Wilson and others who are
joining iIn that crusade. We will continue our efforts to
strengthen families and communities through Good Beginnings, the
Family Preservation Project, Partners in Planning, and
PACT--Pulling America®"s Communities Together. We will support
training in youth violence prevention, the expansion of early
intervention programs, and the creation of a juvenile service
center to better screen and place young offenders. We will
develop a state directory of services for families and an
information system that will allow agencies to share information
to better meet the needs of families. Another important measure
to strengthen and support families 1is "Kids First,"” pending
legislation to revoke the professional and drivers licenses of
those who fail to pay child support. We want to emphasize the
responsibility that parents have to their children by bringing
this proposal full circle, to include the enforcement of
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