January 9, 1996

1 just say that because he has the power to harass the heck out
of my amendment like he has done on the other ones, so | want to
make sure that doesn"t happen. This 1is not a harassing
amendment he is doing here and | hope members who are not on the
floor realize that and understand that this amendment actually
does make this amendment better and it does make it even more
workable for those of us who are tracking these amendments
because you will immediately know then if an amendment is
lengthy or not by the... it wouldn™t be printed in the Journal,
it would be in the Clerk"s Office, so there would be no decision
there.. i1t would be automatic and it would be printed if it was
less than ten pages and... in the Clerk"s Office and printed if
it were more than ten pages so it actually makes this amendment
better and 1 think anything we can do to improve the process and
make us better informed as we approach any of these bills on the
floor, it is very helpful to me and it is very helpful to the
staff people too. I know that it will take a little extra time
within the Clerk"s Office and | appreciate the time that they
will be doing to do this for us, but it helps the process and 1
think everybody would agree to do so. So, 1 hope that people
realize that this iIs a good amendment to this amendment and vote
for it. Thank you.

SENATOR  COORDSEN: Thank you Senator Witek. Senator Withem
please.
SPEAKER WITHEM: I hate to interrupt a love feast of this nature

that doesn®"t happen all that often in here, but 1 do have some
procedural questions about this. They are not enough to cause
me to cast a no vote, but there are some questions, Senator Will
and Senator Chambers that 1 would like some answers to maybe
before we get to the final vote to adopt the permanent rules.
Those are, this sounds reasonable to me, but it sounds to me
like we might as legislators entering the realm of
micrciranagement whei 2 we are specifying the length of amendments
without really knowing what this involves. So what I would hope
we could do 1is prior to the final vote adopt the permanent
rules. And, that could come fairly quickly because 1 know this
next rule 1is going to be fairly noncontroversial, probably be
adopted on a voice vote even, and then we will get on to, no
seriously 1 know we won"t get to that motion today so 1 would
hope that we might have some discussions with the Clerk"s
Office, Bill Drafters Office, the Bill Room to talk about the
mechanics of this. I guess one question that comes to my mind



