June 1, 1995 LB 642

think that the amendment that has been proposed with the pilot
projects will certainly be something that we can go back and
then evaluate. I did pass out a handout that talks about the
volunteers, and Senator Cudaback spoke. I think that we have to
realize that these volunteers...they care, they're doing this
because they care about the children, and that's the most

important thing. They're giving of their time and also their
dollars. In fact, on the handout it states that they actually
have given 14,000 volunteer hours in 1994. And as hLas been
stated before, they are professional people. They've also

organized a foster childien foundation that hasn't been
mentioned but is...also provides a lot of support for needs of
children. It might be a prom dress, it might be attending a
camp, senior pictures or whatever the need. But these people
that serve on the review boards they do care. I think any time
an agency is reviewed, of course, there may be some hard
feel1ngs but it has been stated I think we need to go forward.

It’ 5 not that they haven't been doing a good job, but maybe
let's look at some ways that we can make things better. And I
think if we all work together towards the interest of the
children and not let our personal egos interfere with improving
the guality of life that we'll all be ahead. So I support the
amendment and also the bill, and let's all take a step forward
and actually assist the Department of Social Service with the
needs of children in Nebraska. Taank you.

SPEAKER WITHEM: Senator Pedersen.

SENATOR PEDERSEN: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
I'm going to support the bill to move on to Select File. But
this is a difficult subject. Everybody that has spoken, you
know, has said a little bit about both sides, to a cer ain
extent. Social services, Senator Schimek said, I agree with,
there's some people out there that's done an excellent job.
These people are standing Lehind the glass, do a wonderful job.
But what 1 see that has happened in this field, in watching it,
in working in that area for years with young people is we get
people in the administrative part of it and they start fighting
over the power. And those people that are doing the work vyou
hurt and they don't get the credit they have coming for them. I
ask that after we pass this onto General File if the body so
sees fit that we spend some time looking at it, each and every
one of us, over the summer and talking to the people. The
people that work in Foster Care Review, what Senator Crosby said
I agree with 100 percent, they put in lots of time. I know some
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