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process as well. And one of the things that the task force 
recommended, and there was some v a r ious... there were differ^ncen 
of opinion on the recommendation, but, in essence, the task 
force said that we want to have pilot projects of which there 
would be a joint, and that is a shocker for anyone who has been 
working with Social Services and foster care on the Foster 
Review Board, working together pilot projects, and it pains me 
and saddens me to say that that the first step. It is almost as 
if you are talking with the PLO in Israel in the old days. If 
you can just get them to talk civilly together in the same room, 
that is a major step, and we might be able to go to the next 
step and actually talk about what's best for children or the 
nation, whatever the c a s e ... whatever analogy we are going to 
use. We were going to...we were proposing pilot projects with 
both the department and Social S e r v ... Foster Care Review Board 
would jointly begin working together on reviews. There are some 
things that they were going to have to work out. They were 
going to have t o . ..

PRESIDENT ROBAK: One minute.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: ...work out some differences between
the two on who would actually write the report, what would
happen if they disagree, what wou l d . ..how many other reviews 
could they do, and so on; all of those could have and should
have been worked out. What we have now is a bill that Senator
Avery actually confuses the issue even more because, in essence, 
Senator Avery's bill is going to set up joint reviews even 
though he is saying he wants...he doesn't want to do that, 
because five people are transferred over one year, and those 
that are still in Social Services will work with those in the 
Foster Care Review Board, that's a joint looking at that, and 
then later on another five go over, and we then transfer all 
authorities of review to Foster Care without any feeling of
whether or not there is the volunteers to do it, and without any 
real understanding of what major bureaucracy we are going to 
begin to establish with the Foster Care Review Board, which in 
its inception was not envisioned to be a massive bureaucracy, as 
it may turn out to be.

PRESIDENT ROBAK: Time. Thank you, Senator Bernard-Stevens.
Senator Hillman to speak to the Schimek amendment.

SENATOR HILLMAN: Yes, Madam President and members, I'll try not
to be repetitious but I, too, want to give you a little bit of

6543


