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them, d i d  n o t  like t h e  m o n e y  g o i n g  in to  a w e a t h e r i z a t i o n  
p r o g r a m ,  a n d  t h e y  f o u g h t  a g a i n  w h e n  we  r e a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  p r o g r a m  
in 1985, a n d  n o w  t h e y  a r e  f i g h t i n g  a g a i n  t o  t r y  an d  e n d  t h e  
p r o g r a m  a n d  d i v e r t  t h e  m o n e y  b a c k  i n t o  t h i s  effort, a n d  I 
u n d e r s t a n d  that. T h e  s e v e r a n c e  tax, as S e n a t o r  W i t h e m  ha s  said, 
d i d  a l w a y s  g o  i n t o  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  it a l w a y s  d i d  s t a y  in t o  th e  
s c h o o l s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h i s  o n e  in t o  t h e  w e a t h e r i z a t i o n  of 
s c h o o l s ,  a n d  in t h e  e n d  we  f o u n d  t h e  r e t u r n  on  o u r  i n v e s t m e n t  
w a s  f a r  g r e a t e r  f r o m  d o i n g  t h i s  t h a n  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t h a t  w e  h a d  
d o n e  b e f o r e ,  w h i c h  h a d  n o t  p r o v i d e d  a r e a l  c o s t  b e n e f i t  t h a t  
w e a t h e r i z a t i o n  c l e a r l y  d o e s  a n d  did. O n e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  I ’d li k e  
t o  let y o u  know, wel l ,  f i r s t  off, I w a n t  t o  m e n t i o n ,  I've g o t  m y  
a w a r d  t h a t  I g o t  w i t h  D e C a m p  a n d  F o w l e r ,  and, y o u  know, I 
c h e r i s h  it. T h i s  is m y  r e t i r e m e n t ,  t h i s  G o l d e n  N u g g e t  a w a r d  I 
g o t  f r o m  H o n e y w e l l ,  a n d  I a m  w o r r i e d  a b i t  a b o u t  h a v i n g  t o  ma i l  
it b a c k  in if t h i s  b i l l  is r e p e a l e d ,  so I'd a s k  y o u  to  b e  v e r y  
c a u t i o u s  a b o u t  a d o p t i n g  t h e  W i t h e m  an d  R o b i n s o n  a m e n d m e n t .  Y o u  
know, y o u  just d o n ' t  w a n t  to  f o l l o w  a r r o g a n t  l i b e r a l s  an y  d a y  of 
t h e  wee k ,  y o u  know, and, of  c o u r s e ,  w e  k n o w  b e t t e r  t h a n  that, 
but, in a n y  event, we  d i d  p a s s  t h e  b i l l  i n  '81. We  d i d  g e t  
r e c o g n i z e d  n a t i o n a l l y  fo r  t h e  effort. It d i d  e n d  u p  b e i n g  a 
v e r y  c o s t - b e n e f i t  p o s i t i v e  p r o g r a m ,  an d  i n  t h e  end, I a m  v e r y  
p r o u d  of  w h a t  w e  did, b u t  I a l s o  t h i n k  S e n a t o r  W i t h e m  is r i g h t  
in say i n g ,  y o u  know, is t h i s  b e i n g  a d m i n i s t e r e d  th e  w a y  it 
s h o u l d ?  Is it p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  w a y  it s h o u l d ?  A n d  t h o s e  
q u e s t i o n s  a r e  all l e g i t i m a t e ,  b u t  w h a t  I w o u l d  c o u n t e r  w i t h  is 
e n e r g y  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  a b i g  c o n c e r n  in 1981, w h i c h  wa s  
a b i g  c o n c e r n  in 1985, well, o b v i o u s l y ,  is not at th e  t o p  o f  th e  
a g e n d a  in 1995. We  s e e m  to h a v e  f o r g o t t e n  s o m e  of t h e  c o n c e r n s  
w e  h a d  n o t  t h a t  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o  a b o u t  e n e r g y  r e s o u r c e s ,  a b o u t  
s h o r t a g e s ,  a b o u t  cost. T h e y  ar e  al l  p r e s e n t .  I t h i n k  w e  ar e  
s t i l l  p a y i n g  a h i g h  a m o u n t  in t e r m s  of d i f f e r e n t  e n e r g y  cost,
b u t  w e  d o n ' t  s e e m  to  h a v e  th e  lev e l  of c o n c e r n  a b o u t  w h a t  t o  do
a b o u t  it. W e  s e e m  t o  h a v e  s o m e  p l e n t i f u l  s u p p l i e s ,  an d  w e  h a v e  
s o m e  s t a b i l i t y  in t h e  p r i c e s ,  a n d  so w e  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  see t h i s  as 
a h i g h  p r i o r i t y .  So  I u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  it l o o k s  a t t r a c t i v e  to
m o v e  in t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  I t h i n k  is s t i l l  
there, t h a t  w e a t h e r i z a t i o n  is s t i l l  a p o s i t i v e  r e t u r n  on 
i n v e s t m e n t ;  y o u  s t i l l  h a v e  a s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  ou r  s t a t e  h a s  n o t  
p u t  m o n i e s ,  s t a t e  m o n i e s  in t o  t h e  E n e r g y  O f f i c e ,  w h e r e  o t h e r
s t a t e s  have. W e ' v e  g o t  f e d e r a l  d o l l a r s  a n d  w e  h a v e  h a d  th e  
w e a t h e r i z a t i o n  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  it is true, t h e r e  is a lot of s t a f f  
t h a t  a r e  p a r t i a l l y  f u n d e d  f r o m  w e a t h e r i z a t i o n .  A n d  th e  r e a s o n  
is t h a t  w e  h a v e n ' t  as a state, as a L e g i s l a t u r e ,  b e e n  w i l l i n g  to  
p u t  in s t a t e  d o l l a r s  a n d  r e c o g n i z e  e n e r g y  as a k e y  issue. So
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