
A p r i l  27, 19 9 5  LB  860

w i t h  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  I'd l i k e  to  h a v e  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  f o c u s  
t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  o n  t h e  n o r t h  b a l c o n y  w h e r e  S e n a t o r  S c h m i t t  h a s  
t e n  f i f t h  a n d  s i x t h  g r a d e r s  f r o m  S a c r e d  H e a r t  S c h o o l  in G r e e l e y  
w i t h  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s .  W o u l d  y o u  p l e a s e  s t a n d  a n d  b e  w e l c o m e d  by  
y o u r  L e g i s l a t u r e .  A l s o  S e n a t o r  C o o r d s e n  h a s  20 n i n t h  g r a d e r s  
f r o m  F r i e n d  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  w i t h  t h e i r  t e a c h e r ,  a n d  t h e y ' r e  in th e  
n o r t h  b a l c o n y .  W o u l d  y o u  p l e a s e  s t a n d  a n d  b e  w e l c o m e d  b y  y o u r  
L e g i s l a t u r e .  T h a n k  you. S e n a t o r  B e r n a r d - S t e v e n s ,  o n  th e
W i c k e r s h a m  a m e n d m e n t .

S E N A T O R  B E R N A R D - S T E V E N S :  T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  C r o s b y ,  m e m b e r s  of
t h e  body. W a n t e d  to  p u t  in a c o u p l e  of p o i n t s  t h a t  m a y  n o t  h a v e  
b e e n  r e f e r r e d  to a g r e a t  d e a l  o n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  issue, a n d  I 
r i s e  in o p p o s i t i o n  to t h e  W i c k e r s h a m  a m e n d m e n t .  W h e n  I u s e d  to 
b e  a y o u n g e r  la s s  (sic) a n d  w o r k i n g  in W a s h i n g t o n ,  on e  of th e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  I ...that w e  d i d  w a s  we  h a d  a lot of our f r i e n d s  t h a t
w e r e . . . I ' m  s u c h  an  o l d  p e r s o n  now, S e n a t o r  Sch i m e k .  D i d  I say
" l a s s " ?  Well, t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  a s u c c e s s  a n d  I'm m u c h  m o r e  
c o m f o r t a b l e  now. B u t  n o n e t h e l e s s ,  b e  t h a t  as it may, a lot of 
f r i e n d s  t h a t  w e  h a d  w o r k e d  in t h e  a g e n c i e s .  A n d  it wa s
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  w a t c h  w h e n  t h e y  h a d  m o n i e s  t h a t  w e r e  g i v e n  to
t h e m  fo r  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  al l  of a s u d d e n  t h e  p r o g r a m s
w e r e  n o t  b e i n g  u s e d  t h a t  much. A n d  t h e y  u n d e r s t o o d  that, yo u  
know, if t h e y  d i d n ' t  d o  s o m e t h i n g  w i t h  t h e  m o n i e s ,  t h e  m o n i e s  
w o u l d  b e  t a k e n  away. A n d  so w h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  do, an d  I'm n o t  
e x a g g e r a t i n g  at all, t h e y  w o u l d  m a n y  t i m e s  say, look, we  n e e d  to 
go  t o  l u n c h  a n d  w e  n e e d  to  f i g u r e  o u t  w a y s  t o  s p e n d  t h e  d o l l a r s ,  
a n d  w e  n e e d  to c o m e  u p  w i t h  n e w  i d e a s  so t h a t  w e  c a n  c o n t i n u e  to 
k e e p  t h e  d o l l a r s  h e r e  b e c a u s e  (a) w e  w a n t  t o  k e e p  t h e  m o n e y ;  (b) 
w e  w a n t  to  k e e p  o u r  jobs. A n d  o n e  of t h e  t h i n g s  I t h i n k  is 
h a p p e n i n g  h e r e  is t h a t  w e  m a d e  a p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n  as a
L e g i s l a t u r e  to, in 1996, s u n s e t  t h e  W e a t h e r i z a t i o n  Fund. In
fact, if y o u  l o o k  at  t h e  B l u e  B o o k , i t ' s  just b e e n  r e c e n t l y  p u t  
o u t  o n  th e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  t h e y ' v e  a l s o  a s s u m e d  a z e r o  f u n d i n g  
w i t h  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  it w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  s u n s e t t e d  a n d  w o u l d  
n o t  b e  t h e r e  a n y m o r e .  T h e  f u n d  is n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e d  a g r e a t  
d e a l ,  as S e n a t o r  B e u t l e r  p o i n t e d  o u t  to  t h e  body. It m a k e s  
s e n s e  to  m e  t h a t  w e  u s e  ou r  p r e r o g a t i v e  as a L e g i s l a t u r e  an d  
3 ay, look, w e  h a d  a f u n d  t h a t  wa s  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l .  It's not... 
i t ' s  d o n e  its p u r p o s e ,  it ' s  f i n i s h e d  it s  p u r p o s e ,  it's d o n e  w h a t  
w e  w a n t e d  it to  d o  a n d  n o w  it ' s  t i m e  fo r  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  to u s e  
its p r e r o g a t i v e  a n d  say, t h e r e ' s  a h i g h e r  p r i o r i t y  n o w  a n d  th e  
h i g h e r  p r i o r i t y  is o n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  side. A n d  I w o u l d  sa y  to 
S e n a t o r  B e u t l e r  an d  t o  S e n a t o r  W i c k e r s h a m  t h a t  o n e  of t h e  t h i n g s  
in  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h a t  I t h i n k  is an  a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o c e s s  is t h a t  as
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