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E d u c a t i o n  I n n o v a t i o n  F u n d  is s t a r t i n g ,  a n d  n o t  in e v e r y  case, 
g r a n t e d ,  b u t  in m a n y  c a s e s  s t a r t i n g  n e w  p r o g r a m s  or p r o g r a m s  
t h a t  t h e y  c a n ' t  g e t  f u n d i n g  t h r o u g h ,  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  ow n  s c h o o l  
b o a r d  so t h e y  k i n d  of g o  o v e r  t h e i r  head, a n d  t h e y  g o  a n d  t h e y  
g e t  t h e  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s .  B u t  w h a t  it is, is 
a d d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  s p e n d i n g ,  a d d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  s p e n d i n g  
a b o v e  a n d  b e y o n d  w h a t  w e  ar e  s p e n d i n g  a l r e a d y .  I k n o w  e v e r y o n e  
h e r e  h a s . . . h e a r i n g  f r o m  c o n s t i t u e n t s  a b o u t  p r o p e r t y  taxes. A n d  
m o s t  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  t a x  m o n e y  g o e s  t o  f u n d i n g  e d u c a t i o n .  S o  we  
h a v e  g o t  to, a n d  t h a t  w i l l  b e  o n  l a t e r  bills, h a v e  t h a t  
d i s c u s s i o n  of p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  in t h e  S t a t e  o f  N e b r a s k a  a n d  t h e  
i n c r e a s e  in s p e n d i n g  in e d u c a t i o n .  I s u p p o r t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  
e d u c a t i o n ,  I h a v e  t w o  of m y  c h i l d r e n  in t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  in 
N e b r a s k a .  I h a v e  g i v e n  h u n d r e d s  o f  h o u r s  of m y  ti m e  to  th e  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  in N e b r a s k a ,  so it i s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  an 
a n t i p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s e n t i m e n t  t h a t  b r i n g s  m e  t o  w a n t i n g  t o  t a k e  
t h e  l o t t e r y  m o n e y  a n d  p u t  it i n t o  t h e  1 0 5 9  mon e y .  To  m e  it ' s  
m o r e  o f  an e c o n o m i c ,  s e n s i b l e ,  c o m m o n  s e n s e  k i n d  of move, an d  
t h a t ' s  w h y  I b r o u g h t  in t h i s  bill. M y  b i l l  w a s  k i l l e d  in 
c o m m i t t e e .  W h a t  d i d  c o m e  o u t  of c o m m i t t e e  w a s  S e n a t o r  
R o b i n s o n ' s  b i l l  t h a t  w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  to  t a k e  t h e  l o t t e r y  m o n e y  
a n d  p u t  it i n t o  t h e  I nternet. N o w  t h a t  i s n ' t  e x a c t l y  w h a t  I 
w a n t e d ,  b u t  at l e a s t  it wa s  t a k i n g  it a n d  p u t t i n g  it in t o  th e  
I n t e r n e t  a n d  n o t  s t a r t i n g  u p  e x p e n s i v e  n e w  p r o g r a m s  w i t h  s e e d  
m o n e y  fo r  e x p e n s i v e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  t o  t a k e  m o r e  p r o p e r t y  
t a x  m o n e y  to  c o n t i n u e  t h e  f u n d i n g  for. S o  I tho u g h t ,  w e l l  t h a t  
m a k e s  s e n s e  t o  me, t h a t  wa s  a g o o d . . .good b a l a n c e  in S e n a t o r  
R o b i n s o n ' s  o r i g i n a l  bill. I k n o w  S e n a t o r  W i t h e m  is o p p o s e d  to 
it, I k n o w  t h e  t e a c h e r s  u n i o n  is o p p o s e d  t o  it, t h e y  w a n t  all 
t h e  f u n d i n g  t h e y  c a n  g e t  a n d  t h e y  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  cu t  it ou t  of
t h e  l o t t e r y  fund, b e c a u s e  t h a t  is m o r e  m o n e y  into t h o s e
p r o g r a m s .  A n d  I u n d e r s t a n d  th e  w a n t s  of i n d i v i d u a l s ,  b u t  y o u  
a l s o  h a v e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  b a l a n c e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  to f i n d  w i t h  
t h e  p r o p e r t y  t a x  a n d  t h e  t a x a t i o n  p r o b l e m  in p a r t i c u l a r .  A n d  it 
a l w a y s  a m a z e s  m e  h o w  w h e n  l i b e r a l s  s t a n d  u p  a n d  say, w e l l  t h i s  
is t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e ... t h e  f i s c a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h i n g  to d o  is to 
t a k e  t h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  m o n e y ,  a n d  w e ' r e  t a k i n g  it f r o m  on e  p r o g r a m  
a n d  p u t t i n g  it i n t o  a n o t h e r .  W e l l  t h e  a c t u a l  t r u e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
t h i n k p  to  t h e m s e l v e s ,  as I do, hey, t h i s  is r e a d y  to  sunset,
l e t ' s  le t  it s u n s e t  a n d  k e e p  t h a t  m o n e y  in t h e  p r i v a t e  sector.
So  t h a t ' s  w h a t  I t h i n k  w h e n  I s e e  s o m e t h i n g  r e a d y  to  sunset, 
it ' s  like, good, l e t 's ...w e 've  d o n e  w h a t  w e  s a i d  we  w e r e  g o i n g  
to  d o  w i t h  it, l e t 's .. . l e t 's l e t  it s u n s e t  an d  r e t u r n  t o  th e  
p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  i n s t e a d  o f  k e e p i n g  i t . . .we a r e . . . i t  a l r e a d y  d i d  
w h a t  it w a s  s a i d  to  do. So t o  m e  t h a t ... t h a t 's w h a t  I t h i n k  of
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