
r e s t a u r a n t s  in m y  d i s t r i c t  t h a t  I'm n o t  s u r e  w h a t  I'm e a t i n g  b u t  
it, y o u  know, I p a y  sa l e s  t a x  w h e n  I go  ou t  t h e  d o o r  so it 
r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t  mat t e r .  T h e r e  w a s  a r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  in t h e  Waj.1 
S t r e e t  J o u r n a l  n o t  t o o  l o n g  ago, a f e w  m o n t h s  b a c k  a b o u t  h o w  rat 
is a s p e c i a l t y  a n d  p e o p l e  a c t u a l l y  f i g h t  to  h a v e  c e r t a i n  
t e r r i t o r i e s  o v e r  in t h e  O r i e n t  f o r  p u r p o s e s  of  c a t c h i n g  them. 
T h e y  t h e n  se l l  t h e m  to  r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  i t ' s  a d e l i c a c y .  I mean, 
w h a t  I'm t r y i n g  t o  p o i n t  ou t  h e r e  in a r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  way, I 
thi n k ,  is that, look, w h a t ' s  o u r  t a x  p o l i c y  g o i n g  to  b e  as it 
r e l a t e s  to  v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e s ?  V e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e s  a p p l y  to 
a n i m a l s ,  t h e y  a p p l y  t o  a n i m a l s  t h a t  w e  e a t  an d  t h e y  a p p l y  to 
a n i m a l s  t h a t  a r e  c o m p a n i o n s  fo r  p e o p l e ,  in m a n y  cases. T h o s e  I 
t h i n k  s o m e t i m e s  ar e  ju s t  as i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  an d  w e l l  
b e i n g  of h u m a n s  as t h e  a n i m a l s  t h a t  we  eat. I d o n ' t  k n o w  if 
S e n a t o r  P r e i s t e r  is a p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  pets. H e  c l e a r l y  d o e s n ' t  
ea t  a n i m a l s  so h e  c a n  m a k e  u s e  w i t h  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of t h i s  
a m e n d m e n t  for p u r p o s e s  of L B  106, a l o n g  w i t h  a n u m b e r  of o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  out t h e r e  w h o  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  u n d e r  our 
t a x  c o d e  to  m a k e  u s e  of that. T h e  q u e s t i o n  is, b e c a u s e ,  
f r a n k l y ,  to  b e  h o n e s t  w i t h  you, o n  on e  h a n d  w h a t  w o u l d  q u a l i f y
fo r  a t a x  e x e m p t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  b i l l  w i t h o u t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  c o u l d
v e r y  w e l l  be  t a x e d  if u s e d  fo r  s o m e  o t h e r  ani m a l .  In o t h e r  
wor d s ,  t h e r e ' s ,  I'm sure, c e r t a i n  t y p e s  of feed. W a t e r  c l e a r l y  
is s o m e t h i n g .  T h e r e  a r e  v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e s  t h a t  w o u l d  be 
c r o s s - o v e r  m e d i c i n e s  m o s t  likely. C l e a r l y ,  t h e r e  is fe e d  t h a t  
w o u l d  b e  w h e n  u s e d  f o r  on e  ani m a l ,  b e c a u s e  t h a t  a n i m a l  is 
o r d i n a r i l y  c o n s t i t u t e s  f o o d  fo r  h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n ,  w o u l d  b e  t a x  
e x e m p t  u n d e r  t h i s  b i l l  a n d  in a n o t h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e  w h e n  u s e d  
b a s i c a l l y  in t h e  s a m e  vein, u s e d  fo r  t h e  s a m e  p u r p o s e  bu t  just 
h a p p e n e d  to  b e  u s e d  o n  a d i f f e r e n t  ani m a l ,  t h a t  w o u l d  no t  b e  ta x  
exempt. I mean,. I'm t h i n k i n g  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y  about, a n d  I
d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  it a p p l i e s ,  fo r  e x a m p l e ,  t o  a p l a c e  li k e  the
H e n r y  D o o r l y  Z o o  w h i c h  h a p p e n s  to b e  in m y  d i s t r i c t .  Bu t  n o n e  
of  t h o s e  a n i m a l s  d o w n  th e r e ,  I mean, t h e  g i r a f f e  is no t  w h a t  y o u  
w o u l d  c a l l  an  a n i m a l  t h a t  o r d i n a r i l y  c o n s t i t u t e s  fo o d  fo r  h u m a n  
c o n s u m p t i o n .  N o w  w e ' r e  g o i n g  to  e x e m p t  the v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e s  
a n d  t h e  f e e d  a n d  w a t e r  fo r  t h e  n o r m a l  t y p e  o f  ani m a l  t h a t  you 
l o o k  fo r  fo r  p u r p o s e s  o f  h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n .  I g u e s s  th a t  m e a n s  
c a t t l e ;  I'm s u r e  t h a t  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  chic k e n s ,  w e ' r e  
p r o b a b l y  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t u r k e y s ,  hog s ,  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  an y  
n u m b e r  of o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  a n i m a l s  t h a t  a r e  ou t  t h e r e  th a t  w o u l d  
fit t h a t  d e f i n i t i o n ,  w h a t e v e r  it m a y  be, b u t  t h e r e ' s  a g r e a t  
n u m b e r  of o t h e r  a n i m a l s  t h a t  u s e  t h o s e  s a m e  p r o d u c t s ,  m a k e  us e  
of t h e m  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o n ' t  h a p p e n  t o  f a l l  in th i s  c a t e g o r y ,  
w h a t e v e r  t h a t  mea n s ,  o r d i n a r i l y  c o n s t i t u t e  fo o d  for h u m a n
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