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t h e  b e e f  y o u  w a n t  t o  an d  it is n o t  g o i n g  t o  c a u s e  yo u  a n y  h e a r t  
p r o b l e m s ,  I w i l l  g u a r a n t e e  y o u  that. M y  g r a n d d a d  wa s  86, w h e n  
h e  died, a n d  h e  a t e . . . h e  d r a n k  at l e a s t  s i x  b e e r s  a d a y  a n d  h a d  
a b o u t  si x  c i g a r s  a d a y  a n d  a t e  b e e f  t w i c e  a d a y  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  
t h r e e  t i m e s  a day, a n d  h e  g o t  a l o n g  just g r e a t .  He  wa s  a b o u t  
6 f o o t  1, w e i g h e d  a b o u t  260 p o u n d s .  T h a n k  you.

S P E A K E R  W I T H E M :  T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  D i e r k s .  S e n a t o r  Elmer.

S E N A T O R  ELMER: T h a n k  you, Mr. S p e a k e r .  I f e l t  c o m p e l l e d  to  ge t
u p  a n d  t a l k  a b o u t  h o w  s o m e b o d y  c a n  se l l  w a t e r  t h a t  t h e y  d o n ' t  
own. T h e  C i t y  of  L i n c o l n  s u r e  s e l l s  a h e c k  of  a lot of w a t e r  
t h e y  d o n ' t  own, in t h a t  case, t h r o u g h  o u r  w a t e r  m e t e r s ,  and, of 
cou r s e ,  it is n o t  t h e  water, itself, t h a t  y o u  a r e  p a y i n g  for, 
it ' s  t h e  d e l i v e r y  s e r v i c e  t h a t  y o u  a r e  p a y i n g  for, and, in 
i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  y o u  p a y  s a l e s  t a x  o n  s o m e  of  t h o s e  things. It is 
t h e  s a m e  c a s e  in m u c h  of t h e  a r e a  of s o u t h e a s t  N e b r a s k a  w h e r e  
t h e  o n l y  w a t e r  a v a i l a b l e  is t h r o u g h  t h e  w a t e r  d i s t r i c t s ,  a n d
t h a t  w a t e r  is e x p e n s i v e  to  b u y  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  s y s t e m s  ar e  
e x p e n s i v e ,  b u t  y o u  a r e  p a y i n g  fo r  so m u c h  w a t e r  b e c a u s e  th e  
d e l i v e r y  of so m a n y  g a l l o n s  c o s t s  so much. A n d  w h e t h e r  or n o t  
t h a t  a f i n e  p o i n t  c a n  b e  m a d e  as to w h e t h e r  L i n c o l n  or I n d i a n o l a  
or  N o r t h  P l a t t e  or w h e r e v e r  y o u  a r e  is s e l l i n g  w a t e r  or not, th e  
b a s i s  of t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n  is t h e  v o l u m e  o f  w a t e r ,  b u t  y o u  ar e  n o t  
r e a l l y  p a y i n g  fo r  t h e  wat e r ,  y o u  a r e  p a y i n g  for th e  d e l i v e r y  
s e r v i c e  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  t h a t  d e l i v e r s  it o f f e r s  you. 
A n d  in t h o s e  i n s t a n c e s ,  I w o u l d  i m a g i n e  tha t  t h e r e  are 
c a t e g o r i e s  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  tax a b l e ,  w h i l e  t h i s  d e l i n e a t e s  t h a t  th e  
w a t e r  u s e d  fo r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of f o o d s t u f f s  is n o t  tax a b l e .  A n d  
w e  h a v e  s i m i l a r  t h i n g s  a b o u t  w a t e r  u s e d  t o  i r r i g a t e  w i t h  to 
r a i s e  crops, a n d  it is o n l y  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  just, a n d  I w o u l d  as k  
y o u  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  B e u t l e r  amen d m e n t .

S P E A K E R  W I T H E M :  T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  E l m e r .  S e n a t o r  W a r n e r ,
f o l l o w e d  b y  S e n a t o r s  M a u r s t a d ,  B e u t l e r ,  C h a m b e r s  a n d  P r e i s t e r .

S E N A T O R  W A R N E R :  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I w i l l  b e  b r i e f .  N e a r  as I c a n
t e l l  so far, t h i s  w a t e r  h a s  b e e n  in the::e f r o m  the b e g i n n i n g ,  
a n d  it a p p e a r s  a n u m b e r  of p l a c e s ,  a n d  I t h i n k  S e n a t o r  E l m e r  is 
c o r r e c t ,  that, o b v i o u s l y ,  t h i s  w a t e r  c o u l d  b e . . .have a c h a r g e  
fo r  t h e  d e l i v e r y  w h i c h  c o u l d  be, p e r h a p s ,  s u b j e c t  to s a l e s  tax, 
bu t  that, I d o n ' t  k n o w  w h e r e  it is o r  w h a t  it is. W e  are 
l o o k i n g  it up, I d o n ' t  k n o w  o f f  t h e  t o p  o f  m y  head, bu t  it w o u l d  
b e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  to s t r i k e  t h i s  w o r d  w i t h o u t  k n o w i n g
t h e  fu l l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of  it. I w o u l d  a g r e e  t h a t  I can t h i n k  of
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