
as a . . . I  am t r y i n g  to  r e m e m b e r ,  I t h i n k  t h e y  cal l  it a 
m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s  t a x  or so m e  s u c h  thing. N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  p r i c e  
of t h e  t a x  is b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  p r i c e  of th e  p r o d u c t .

S E N A T O R  WILL: Sure, a n d  I g u e s s  I w a s  jus t  t r y i n g  to m a k e  a
d i s t i n c t i o n  in o w n  mi n d ,  b e c a u s e  if I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  an d  I, 
too, w o u l d  n e e d  to  check, b u t  I t h i n k  it w a s  k i n d  of a 
s e m i e x c i s e ,  s e m i s a l e s  t a x  t h a t  w a s  m a y b e  b a s e d  o n  v a l u e  at th e  
t i m e  of p r o d u c t i o n ,  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h a t  sort, bu t  I just w a n t e d  to 
c l a r i f y  it and see if y o u  k n e w  a n y  m o r e  a b o u t  t h a t  t h a n  I d o  at 
t h i s  poi n t .  *5ut I c e r t a i n l y  w o u l d  a g r e e  w i t h  you, t h a t  t h a t  
d o e s  g o  i n t o  th e  c o s t  of th e  p r o d u c t  just as  a s a l e s  t a x  would. 
W i t h  that, I w o u l d  g i v e  y o u  a n y  r e m a i n d e r  o f  m y  time, for 
a n y t h i n g  f u r t h e r  y o u  w o u l d  have.

S E N A T O R  B E U T L E R :  J u s t  in p a r t i a l  r e s p o n s e  to  w h a t  y o u  are
say i n g ,  S e n a t o r ,  y o u  know, t h e r e . . . i f  o n e  is g o i n g  t o  d e p a r t  
f r o m  o p e r a t i n g  p r i n c i p l e s ,  I w o u l d  t h i n k  t h a t  o n e  of the a r e a s  
w h e r e  y o u  w o u l d  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  w a n t  to  d e p a r t  f r o m  o p e r a t i n g  
p r i n c i p l e s  is in t h e  a r e a  of  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d a m a g e ,  an d  t o  th e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  c e r t a i n  k i n d s  of p r o d u c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c h e m i c a l  p r o d u c t s ,  a r e  of s u c h  a n a t u r e  a n d  u s e d  in s u c h  a 
v o l u m e  t h a t  it b e c o m e s  n e c e s s a r y  to  m a n a g e  t h o s e  uses, t o  h i r e  
p e o p l e  in t h e  N R P s  t o  d o  t e s t i n g ,  to  h a v e  e x t e n s i v e  t e s t i n g  of 
m u n i c i p a l  w e l l s  a n d  t h a t  s o r t  of th i n g ,  to  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  
t h o s e  p r o d u c t s  i p r e s e n t  s p e c i a l  p r o b l e m s ,  it s e e m s  to me, as 
h a s  b e e n  d o n e  in a l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  s t a t e s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  is a 
justificatioi. fo r  s o m e  s o r t  of t a x  on  t h o s e  p r o d u c t s ,  a n d  ye t  
h e r e  in N e b r a s k a ,  w i t h  t h i s  k i n d  of  b i l l ,  w e  a r e  t e n d i n g  to  g o  
in t h e  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n .  W e  h a v e  e x e m p t e d  h e r b i c i d e s ,  a n d  n o w  
w e  a r e  e x e m p t i n g  i n s e c t i c i d e s  f r o m  all s a l e s  tax, b u t  w e  h a v e n ' t  
r e i n s t i t u t e d  a n y  k i n d  of m a n u f a c t u r e r’s t a y. or  o t h e r  t a x  to m a k e  
t h e s e  p e o p l e  h e l p  p a y  a p a r t  of t h e  s p e c i a l  c o s t s  t h a t  ar e  
i n c u r r e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h r o u g h  g r o u n d  w a t e r  
m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  we  h i r e  t o  m o n i t o r  an d  e n f o r c e  
g r o u n d  w a t e r  m a n a g e m e n t  plans, a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  do  to  k e e p  th e  
g r o u n d  w a t e r  c l e a n  in t h i s  state, a n d  t h a t ' s  a n o t h e r  a s p e c t  of 
t h i s  b i l l  t h a t  k i n d  of u p s e t s  me, t h a t  w e  t r e a t  al l  of 
t h e s e . . . w e  t r e a t  t h e m  in an  i n e q u i t a b l e  s e n s e  as c o m p a r e d  t o  
o t h e r  k i n d s  of b u s i n e s s  i n p u t s  to  s t a r t  wit h ,  an d  t h e n  t h e  t h i n g  
t h a t  is g e t t i n g  f a v o r a b l e  t r e a t m e n t  is p r o b a b l y  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  
s h o u l d  g e t  u n f a v o r a b l e  t r e a t m e n t  in t e r m s  of  t h e  way it is t a x e d  
b e c a u s e  of th e  u n u s u a l  p r o b l e m s  i.hat it c a u s e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d a m a g e .  T h a n k  you.


