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t h e r e  b e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  I'd b e  gl a d ,  I'd a s k  t h a t  y o u  a d o p t  th e  
c o m m i t t e e  a m e n d m e n t s .  I h a v e  S e n a t o r  W a r n e r  s t a n d i n g  by, I 
b e l i e v e ,  t o  a d d r e s s  s o m e  of t h e  issues.

P R E S I D E N T  ROB A K :  T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  Fis h e r .  S e n a t o r  War n e r .

S E N A T O R  W A R N E R :  M a d a m  P r e s i d e n t ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  as
S e n a t o r  F i s h e r  h a s  i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e  b i l l  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  to  r e p e a l  
71 8  as I d i d n ' t  at t h e  t i m e  h a v e  a s p e c i f i c  s o l u t i o n  t o  th e  
p r o b l e m  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  m y  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  t h a t  was, as 
S e n a t o r  F i s h e r  h a s  i n d i c a t e d ,  s o m e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  h a d  l o n g - t e r m  
m a i n t e n a n c e  d r u g s  f o u n d  o r  a n t i c i p a t e d  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  f o u n d  
s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e s  in t h e i r  c o s t  a n d  it w a s  an  a t t e m p t  to, 
s p e n d  a lo t  of  time. I c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  w o r k  a n d  
a s s i s t a n c e  of  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  in t r y i n g  to  a r r i v e  at so m e  r e l i e f  
f o r  t h o s e  p e o p l e  w h o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w o u l d  b e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  b i l l  
as p r o p o s e d  to  b e  a m e n d e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  B u t  t h e  g e n e r a l  
s e n s e  of t h e  n u m b e r s  t h a t  I h a v e  p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  for 
s o m e  of t h e s e  d r u g s  fo r  peo p l e ,  a n d  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  is n o t  a 
cure, l o n g - t e r m  m a i n t e n a n c e  d r u g  b y  d e f i n i t i o n  h e r e  w i l l  a p p l y  
t o  a c o n d i t i o n  w h i c h  is g o i n g  to  r e q u i r e  so m e  k i n d  of 
m a i n t e n a n c e  d r u g  just in or d e r  to  s u r v i v e  r e a s o n a b l y  
c o m f o r t a b l y ,  b u t  n o t  p r o b a b l y  of  a n a t u r e  t h a t  w o u l d  c u r e  t h a t  
w e  w o u l d  t h i n k  of fo r  som e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s .  B u t  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  
c o s t  h a s  a p p e a r e d  t o  g o  u p  d o u b l e  or m o r e  t o  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  
r e c i p i e n t .  T h e  r e a s o n ,  as y o u  w i l l  r e c a l l  718, is t h a t  
i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  w o u l d  h a v e  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  
s u p p l i e r s  o f  s o m e  k i n d  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  in m a i l - o r d e r  c a t a l o g  in 
w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  a r e d u c e d  p r i c e  for t h e  c o s t  t o  th e  r e c i p i e n t  of 
t h e  d r u g s  a n d  as a w a y  of e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e m  to u s e  t h a t  an d  
o v e r a l l  t h e r e  w a s  a r e d u c t i o n .  L B  71 8  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d ,  as yo u  
rec a l l ,  t o  k i n d  o f  a s s i s t  t h e  p h a r m a c i e s  in th e  s t a t e  n o t  to 
h a v e  a m a j o r  p o r t i o n  of th e  b u s i n e s s  s h i f t e d ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  s o m e  p e o p l e  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  in, it s e e m e d  to 
m e  t h a t  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t h a t  is a r r i v e d  at h e r e  w i l l  s a v e  t h e m  
s i g n i f i c a n t  mon e y .  It sti l l  m a i n t a i n s ,  in a g e n e r a l  sense, th e  
c r i t e r i a  t h a t  w a s  i n c l u d e d  in 718. As  f a r  as s t a t e  p h a r m a c i s t s  
ar e  c o n c e r n e d ,  I h a v e  h e a r d  e s t i m a t e s  of t h e  a m o u n t  of d r u g s  
invo l v e d .  It m i g h t  be  s o m e w h e r e  b e t w e e n  10 to 15 p e r c e n t ,  
d e p e n d s  o n  w h o  y o u  ask, b u t  t h e  c o 3 t  is s i g n i f i c a n t .  I'm 
c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a m e n d m e n t .  I t h i n k  it w i l l  help. 
It m a y  w e l l  be  t h a t  s o m e  p e o p l e  w o u l d  h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  in g e t t i n g  
t h e i r  1 8 0 - d a y  p r e s c r i p t i o n ,  b u t  o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n s  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  
on an  i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  d o  that. B u t  
I w o u l d  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  b o d y  w o u l d  a d o p t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a m e n d m e n t
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