
t h e  l a n d o w n e r s ,  h a s  a n  o n g o i n g  n e e d  t o  be  a b l e  to m a n a g e  
d e l i v e r y  of w a t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  So  it a l l o w s  a g a i n  a 
t r a n s f e r  p r o c e s s  to  b e  c o n d u c t e d  at t h e  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  level, 
again, w i t h  o v e r s i g h t  f r o m  D W R , r e p o r t s  h a v e  t o  be  f i l e d  w i t h  
D W R , a g a i n  w i t h  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a h e a r i n g  if a n y  l a n d o w n e r  
w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  h a s  a n y  p o t e n t i a l  o b j e c t i o n s .  N o w  t h e . . . I  
t h i n k . ..

P R E S I D E N T  ROBAK: Time. T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  W i c k e r s h a m .  Y o u r
l i g h t  is next. H o w e v e r ,  b e f o r e  I i n t r o d u c e  you, S e n a t o r  J a n s s e n  
h a s  s o m e  g u e s t s  v i s i t i n g  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h i s  m o r n i n g .  T h e r e  
a r e  39 f i f t h  g r a d e r s  h e r e  f r o m  H o w a r d  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  in 
F r e m o n t ,  N e b r a s k a  a n d  t h e i r  t e a c h e r .  T h e y  ar e  al l  in t h e  n o r t h  
b a l c o n y .  W i l l  y o u  s t a n d  a n d  b e  r e c o g n i z e d ,  p l e a s e .  W e l c o m e  to 
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  S e n a t o r  W i c k e r s h a m ,  y o u  m a y  con t i n u e .

S E N A T O R  W I C K E R S H A M :  T h a n k  you, M a d a m  P r e s i d e n t .  I d o n ' t  k n o w
if t h e  s t u d e n t s  ar e  g o i n g  t o  f i n d  t h i s  a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  bill. 
B u t  at  l e a s t  it ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  m e  so I g u e s s  I'll k e e p  going. 
D o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  e l s e  t o  do. A n d  i f . . . i f  B e r n a r d - S t e v e n s  w a s  
he r e ,  I w o u l d  n o t e  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  is a w a t e r  bill, it is n o t  
o n e  of  t h o s e  d - a - m  bil l s ,  so m a y b e  w e  c a n . . .but I d o n ' t . . .maybe 
t h i s  i s n ' t  a s p e l l i n g  c l a s s  u p  t h e r e .  T h e r e  ar e
(l a u g h t e r ). . . t h e r e  a r e  p e r h a p s  a c o u p l e  m o r e  a s p e c t s  of th e  
c o m m i t t e e  a m e n d m e n t s  t h a t  I s h o u l d  n o t e  f o r  you. I d i d  n o t e  
t h a t  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h i s  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  fo r  t w o  a d d i t i o n a l  t r a n s f e r  
p r o c e s s e s  fo r  w a t e r  rig h t s ,  it d o e s  n o t  s u p p l a n t  th e  e x i s t i n g  
t r a n s f e r  s t a t u t e s  w h i c h  c o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  b e  u s e d  b y  an i r r i g a t i o n  
d i s t r i c t  or o t h e r s  w h o  w i s h  to  u t i l i z e  them. T h e r e  is a 
p r o v i s i o n  in S e c t i o n  2 of th e  c o m m i t t e e  a m e n d m e n t s  to w h i c h  I 
w o u l d  ca l l  y o u r  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  is a s e c t i o n  w h i c h  
c o d i f i e s  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of c u r r e n t  la w  r e g a r d i n g  th e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e . . . b e t w e e n  t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  d i s t r i c t ,  c a n a l  
c o m p a n y ,  e t c e t e r a ,  a n d  t h e  l a n d o w n e r s  w h o  a c t u a l l y  u s e  water. 
T h e r e  is a p e c u l i a r  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  t h e  d i s t r i c t  h o l d s  th e  w a t e r  
r i g h t  in its n a m e  b u t  it d o e s n ' t  o w n  t h e  l a n d  t y p i c a l l y  to  w h i c h  
t h e  w a t e r  is app l i e d .  A n d  w h e r e  t h a t  w a t e r  is a p p l i e d  t h e r e  is 
t h e n  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  p r o t e c t e d  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t  an d  t h a t  is t h e  
i n t e r e s t  of t h e  l a n d o w n e r .  W e  h a v e  c a r e f u l l y ,  I hope, s e l e c t e d  
t h e  w o r d s  in S e c t i o n  2 so w e  n e i t h e r  e n l a r g e  n o r  d i m i n i s h  tha t  
r i g h t  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  l a n d o w n e r s  w h o  n o w  r e c e i v e  w a t e r  u n d e r  
t h e  a u s p i c e s  of a w a t e r  r i g h t  a c t u a l l y  h e i d  b y  a d i s t r i c t  or 
others. T h a t ' s  t h e  r e a s o n  w e  h a v e  u s e d  t h e  w o r d  "modify". T h e  
w o r d  " m o d i f y "  e n c o m p a s s e s  b o t h  d i m i n i s h m e n t  o r  i n crease, so it 
is n o t . . . i t  is n o t  i n t e n d e d  to b e  a c h a n g e  f r o m  w h a t  w e  see the
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