
h o w  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a m e n d m e n t s  a l i t t l e  b i t  fi t  in t o  t h e  b i l l  an d  
t h e n  t u r n  it o v e r  t o  S e n a t o r  W i c k e r s h a m  w h o  c a n  e x p l a i n  t h e  b i l l  
t o  you, and, in e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  bill, fi t  in th e  c o m m i t t e e  
a m e n d m e n t s .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  m o s t  l o g i c a l  w a y  to h e l p  y o u  
r e a c h  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of w h a t  t h i s  b i l l  does. Le t  me  say, by  
w a y  of p r e f e r e n c e  fir s t  of all, t h a t  th e  c o m m i t t e e  
a m e n d m e n t s ... t h i s  b i l l  is l o a d e d  w i t h  p r o c e d u r e s .  It is 
b a s i c a l l y  a p r o c e d u r a l  t y p e  of b i l l  in t e r m s  of its d e t a i l s  an d  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a m e n d m e n t s ,  n o n e  of them, in a n d  of t h e m s e l v e s ,  
a r e  al l  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  T h e y  d e a l  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  n o t i c e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  a d d i n g  a c o u p l e  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  in t h e  o u t l i n e  
of p r o c e d u r e s  he r e ,  m a k i n g  s u r e  t h a t  c u r r e n t  laws ar e  f o l l o w e d  
w i t h  r e g a r d  to  t h e  a d j u d i c a t i o n  of w a t e r  r i g h t s ,  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
c e r t a i n  t r a n s f e r s  t h a t  ar e  a l l o w e d  u n d e r  t h e  b i l l  a n d  d o i n g  a 
n u m b e r  of c l a r i f i c a t i o n s ,  I t h i n k  all of w h i c h  ar e  a g r e e a b l e  t o  
S e n a t o r  W i c k e r s h a m .  B a s i c a l l y ,  w h a t  S e n a t o r  W i c k e r s h a m  h a s  
do n e ,  in a v e r y  t h o u g h t f u l  m a n n e r  I thi n k ,  is t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  
o v e r a l l  p r o b l e m  of h o w  i r r i g a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s ,  r e c l a m a t i o n  
d i s t r i c t s ,  p u b l i c  p o w e r  d i s t r i c t s ,  all t h e s e  d i s t r i c t s  ou t  t h e r e  
t h a t  u s e  s u r f a c e  w a t e r  to  i r r i g a t e  a c e r t a i n  v a r i o u s  a m o u n t s  of 
l a n d  w i t h i n  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s .  It d e a l s  w i t h  h o w  t h e y  t r a n s f e r  
t h a t  land, t h a t  is h o w  t h e y  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  
t h e  w a t e r  is b e i n g  b e n e f i c i a l l y  u s e d  a n d  if it is b e i n g  
b e n e f i c i a l l y  used, h o w  d o  y o u  t r a n s f e r  it, u n d e r  wh a t  
c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h a t  k i n d  of p r o b l e m  w h i c h  h a s  m o r e  g e n e r a l l y  b e e n  ? 
m a t t e r  d e a l t  w i t h  at t h e  s t a t e  level. W h a t  S e n a t o r  W i c k e r s h a m  
is d o i n g  t o  o v e r s i m p l i f y  s o m e w h a t  is to  b r i n g  t h a t  d o w n  to  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  l e v e l  a n d  a l l o w  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  w o r k i n g  w i t h  th e  c o n s e n t  
o f  th e  l a n d o w n e r s ,  t o  g o  a h e a d  a n d  m a k e  s o m e  of t h e s e  t r a n s f e r s  
t h a t  w e r e  m o r e  c u m b e r s o m e ,  t h a t  a r e  m o r e  c u m b e r s o m e  u n d e r  o u r  
c u r r e n t  la w  and, in short, r e t u r n  to, in s o m e  m e a s u r e ,  p o w e r  t o  
t h e  l o c a l  i r r i g a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  to  d e a l  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  w a t e r  
r i g h t s  a n d  t h e i r  o w n  t r a n s f e r s  of w a t e r  r i g h t s .  H o w e v e r ,  at  the 
s a m e  t i m e  t h a t  t h i s  w h o l e  t h i n g  h a s  f a c i l i t a t e d  p r o t e c t i v e  
l a n g u a g e ,  h e  h a s  l e f t  p r o t e c t i v e  l a n g u a g e  in th e  b i l l  w h i c h  
e n s u r e s  that, in  a v e r y  f u n d a m e n t a l  sense, no  i r r i g a t i o n  
d i s t r i c t  is g o i n g  t o  g e t  a n y  m o r e  w a t e r  o u t  of t h i s  p r o c e s s  t h a n  
w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a r i g h t  to  u n d e r  t h e i r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  So th e  
w a t e r  a l l o c a . . . t h e  w a t e r  a l l o c a t i o n  t h a t  a r e  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  w a t e r  
u s e  w i t h i n  a d i s t r i c t  it says shall n o t  e x c e e d  th e  a g g r e g a t e
w a t e r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  h e l d  b y  th e  d i s t r i c t .  S o  t h a t  o u t s i d e
b o u n d a r y  is s t i l l  t h e r e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  e q u i t y  of o t h e r  
a p p r o p r i a t o r s  in t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  system. And, f u r t h e r m o r e ,  it 
r e t a i n s  t h e  b e n e f i c i a l  u s e  l a n g u a g e  so  t h a t  we  d o n ' t  g o
t r a n s f e r r i n g  w a t e r  r i g h t s  in w a y s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  b e n e f i c i a l l y
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