
g i v e  h i m  a v o t e  of  tha n k s .  H e ' s  w o r k e d  v e r y  h a r d  s i n c e  he  
b e c a m e  C h a i r  of t h i s  c o m m i t t e e  t o  m a k e  it work. H e ' s  g o n e  I 
k n o w  a n d  l o o k e d  at a lot of th e  b u i l d i n g s  h i m s e l f ,  g o n e  t h r o u g h  
t o  be  s u r e  h e  u n d e r s t o o d  w h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  were. A n d  so I t h i n k  
we, f o r  me, I h a v e  g r e a t  c o n f i d e n c e  in h i m  a n d  t h i s  c o m m i t t e e .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  a n y  n e f a r i o u s  s c h e m e  h e r e  to e n l a r g e  
g o v e r n m e n t  or w h a t e v e r  a n y  a p p r e h e n s i o n s  p e o p l e  have, a n d  I
t h i n k  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  C o m m i t t e e  w o r k e d  w i t h  h i m  to  t r y  to m a k e  
t h i s  b i l l  wo r k .  S o  I a m  g o i n g  to  s u p p o r t  it. T h a t ' s  all I h a v e  
t o  say. And, Dan, if y o u  n e e d  s o m e  m o r e  time, you m a y  h a v e  it.

S P E A K E R  W I T H E M :  T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  Cro s b y .  S e n a t o r  Jensen.

S E N A T O R  J E N S E N :  T h a n k  you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  m e m b e r s  of  th e
body, a c t u a l l y  m y  i n t e r e s t  in t h i s  c a m e  f r o m  a p e r s o n  w h o  ha s  
m a d e  s o m e  d o n a t i o n s  t o  G a m e  a n d  P a r k s  an d  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  d o  so  in 
t h e  future. A n d  t h e y  h a d  s o m e  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  m a y b e  s o m e b o d y  e l s e  
m a n a g i n g  t h e  a f f a i r s  of G a m e  a n d  P a r k s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  entity. 
I d o  a p p l a u d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  t r y i n g  to  a d d r e s s  th e  s i t u a t i o n  
o f  m a i n t e n a n c e .  P r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  w h e n  y o u  o w n  a b u i l d i n g  yo u  
s e t  a s i d e  d o l l a r s  fo r  m a i n t e n a n c e .  It's a c t u a l l y  b u d g e t e d  and 
t h a t ' s  o n e  t h i n g  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  d o e s  n o t  do. A n d  in t h e  C i t y  
of O m a h a ,  c e r t a i n l y ,  I k n o w  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  t h e r e  w i t h  th e  
m a i n t e n a n c e  of b u i l d i n g s ,  parks. W h e n  it b e c o m e s  b u d g e t  t i m e  
t h o s e  d o l l a r s  just a r e n ' t  there. It's a w a y  to cu t  a n d  it
c e r t a i n l y  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  done. A n d  so I t h i n k  t h e  b i l l  a d d r e s s e s
t h e  v a r i o u s  a g e n c i e s  a n d  I t h i n k  it's g r e a t  t h a t  yo u  ca n  b r i n g
a n  o v e r s i g h t  to  all of  those. M y  o n l y  c o n c e r n  w o u l d  b e  G a m e  a n d  
P a r k s  w h e t h e r  t h e y  s h o u l d  a c t u a l l y  b e  in this. T h e y  ar e
o p e r a t e d  f r o m  u s e r  fees. T h e y  r e c e i v e  b o t h  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  an d  
t h e n  t h e  d o n a t i o n s ,  n o t  o n l y  just in cash, w h i c h  S e n a t o r  L y n c h  
a d d r e s s e d ,  b u t  s o m e t i m e s  in gro u n d s ,  in land, a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  
s o m e  b u i l d i n g s .  S o  I w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h e  bil l ,  m a y b e  w e  ca n  t a k e  a 
l o o k  at  s o m e t h i n g  as we  go  o n  t h e  n e x t  S e l e c t  File, but, w i t h o u t  
a d o u b t ,  w e  n e e d  to  a d d r e s s  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  of the b u i l d i n g s  
t h a t  t h e  t a x p a y e r s  h a v e  p u t  ou t  t h e  d o l l a r s  for an d  r e a l l y  
s h o u l d  g e t  t h e i r  m o n e y ' s  w o r t h  b y  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  life of all th e  
b u i l d i n g s  a n d  g r o u n d s  of t h i s  state. T h a n k  you.

S P E A K E R  W I T H E M :  T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  J e n s e n .  S e n a t o r  Lynch.

S E N A T O R  LYNCH: Yeah, just s o m e t h i n g  b e c a u s e  I d o n ’t i n t e n d  to
t a k e  a l o n g  t i m e  c l o s i n g .  I t h i n k  S e n a t o r  R o b i n s o n  a n d  I, 
b e c a u s e  w e ' v e  l o v e d  t h i s  almost, n o t  q u i t e ,  to d e a t h  yet, b u t  I 
d o n ' t  w a n t  t h a t  t o  h a p p e n  either. I d o  h a v e . . . a n d  so we  d i d n ' t


