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t h e n  i n v i t e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s .  But, b a s i c a l l y ,  in t h e  S t a t e  of 
N e b r a s k a  w e  h a v e  t w o  w a i t i n g  p e r i o d s .  B e f o r e  a d i v o r c e  d e c r e e  
c a n  b e c o m e  fin a l ,  t h e r e  is a w a i t i n g  p e r i o d ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  no t  
r e a l l y  w h a t  t h i s  b i l l  is about. T h i s  b i l l  d o e s n ' t  t o u c h  t h a t  
6 0 - d a y  w a i t i n g  p e r i o d  t h a t  w e  h a v e  b e f o r e  a d e c r e e  b e c o m e s  f i n a l  
or b e f o r e  a d e c r e e  is ent e r e d .  W h a t  t h i s  b i l l  d o e s  is a d d r e s s  
t h a t  s e c o n d  w a i t i n g  p e r i o d  a f t e r  a d e c r e e  is e n t e r e d  in N e b r a s k a  
w h i c h  is a very, v e r y  u n u s u a l  p r o v i s i o n .  W h a t  t h e  la w  s a y s  n o w  
is e s s e n t i a l l y  that, fo r  a p e r i o d  of s i x  m o n t h s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
e n t r a n c e  o f  a d e c r e e ,  t h e  d i v o r c e  is n o t  final. W h a t  t h e  bill 
d o e s  is s a y s  t h a t  the d i v o r c e  is f i n a l  30 d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  d e c r e e  
is e n t e r e d  e x c e p t  f o r  t w o  things. One, fo r  p u r p o s e s  of 
r e m a r r i a g e ,  th e  o l d  l a w  is r e t a i n e d .  It's s t i l l  si x  m o n t h s  an d  
t h a t  w a s  p a r t  of t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  w i t h  t h i s  bill. T h e  C a t h o l i c  
C o n f e r e n c e ,  a m o n g  oth e r s ,  w a s  n o t  h a p p y  w i t h  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
p r o v i s i o n  s o  we  l e f t  it t h e  same. R e m a r r i a g e  is s t i l l  a 
s i x - m o n t h  r e q u i r e m e n t  a f t e r  t h e  d e c r e e  is e n t e r e d .  T h e  o t h e r  
p r o b l e m  w e  h a d  w a s  w i t h  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  of h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  a n d  
w e  r e t a i n e d  t h e  s i x - m o n t h  p e r i o d  fo r  p u r p o s e s  of th e  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  of h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e .  O t h e r  t h a n  that, I d o n ' t  k n o w  
of a n y  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h i s  s o l u t i o n  to t h e  p r o b l e m .  T h e  p r o b l e m ,  
t h e  r e a s o n  t h e  b i l l  b e c a m e  n e c e s s a r y  is b e c a u s e  it h a s  b e c o m e  
v e r y  t r o u b l e s o m e  fo r  b a n k e r s  a n d  real e s t a t e  p e o p l e  b e c a u s e  
n o b o d y  k n o w s  d u r i n g  t h a t  s i x - m o n t h  p e r i o d  w h e t h e r  t h o s e  p e o p l e  
ar e  s t i l l  m a r r i e d  or u n m a r r i e d  fo r  p u r p o s e s  of v a r i o u s  f i n a n c i a l  
t r a n s a c t i o n s .  It's v e r y  u n c l e a r  in t h e  law. T h e r e  is n o  c a s e  
la w  t h a t ' s  c l e a r e d  t h a t  up. D i f f e r e n t  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
t r e a t  it d i f f e r e n t l y .  S o m e  o f  t h e m  r e q u i r e  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h a t  
s i x - m o n t h  p e r i o d  t h a t  t h e  s p o u s e  y o u ' v e  just d i v o r c e d  c o m e  in 
a n d  s i g n  t h e  n e w  m o r t g a g e ,  wel l ,  t h a t ' s  n o t  the k i n d  of 
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  is l i k e l y  to  a c t u a l l y  r e s u l t  in th e  s p o u s e  c o m i n g  
in to  s i g n  t h a t  n e w  m o r t g a g e .  It's a l s o  p o s s i b l e  that d u r i n g  
t h a t  s i x - m o n t h  p e r i o d  s o m e  p r o p e r t y  h e l d  in joint t e n a n c y  c o u l d  
a c t u a l l y  b e  l e v i e d  upon, t h a t  is a j u d g m e n t  e n t e r e d  a g a i n s t  it 
a n d  t h e n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w o u l d  bec o m e ,  w e l l ,  if t h a t  p r o p e r t y  h a s  
b e e n  g i v e n  t o  just o n e  of  t h e  t w o  s p o u s e s ,  is th e  j u d g m e n t  g o o d  
o r  h a s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a l r e a d y  b e e n  g i v e n  a w a y ?  W h a t ' s  t h e  s t a t u s  
of t h e  p r o p e r t y  in t e r m s  of t h a t  s i x - m o n t h  l i m b o  p e r i o d ?  A n d  so 
fo r  a n u m b e r  of  v e r y  p r a c t i c a l  r e a s o n s  y o u  w i l l  see on  t h i s  
c h a r t  n o  o t h e r  s t a t e  h a s  s u c h  a law. A n d  if w e  c h a n g e  t h e  la w  
as p r o p o s e d  in 544, y o u  ca n  s e e  us  o n  t h e  c h a r t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to 
r e m a r r i a g e ,  w e  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  t o u g h e s t  r e q u i r e m e n t  in t h e  e n t i r e  
Union. W i t h  r e s p e c t  to  all o t h e r  t r a n s a c t i o n s  o t h e r  t h e n  
r e m a r r i a g e ,  w e  s t i l l  h a v e  a t o u g h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a n  m o s t  of  t h s  
s t a t e s  b u t  it ' s  k i n d  of  in t h e  b a l l p a r k  w i t h  w h a t  all t h e  o t h e r

5 4 6 4


