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s a y i n g  c u t  it n o w  an d  l o o k  at it. We  s u g g e s t e d  w e  w o u l d  lea v e  
it f l a t  b e c a u s e  t h e n  w e  c o u l d  l o o k  at it n e x t  y e a r  an d  see h o w  
t h e y ' r e  b e i n g  used, a f t e r  w e  h a d  a study, a n d  se e  h o w  t h e y  are 
u s i n g  t h e  t o o l s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  now, t h a t  is a n a l y z i n g  w h e t h e r  t h e y  
s h o u l d  b e  p e r m a n e n t  or t e m p o r a r y ,  if t h e r e  s h o u l d  be  so m e  in 
t e m p o r a r y ,  I m e a n  p e r m a n e n t  s t a t u s  a n d  t h a t  t y p e  of thing.

S E N A T O R  B E R N A R D - S T E V E N S :  W o u l d  you...

S E N A T O R  W E H R B E I N :  A n d  w e  k n o w  t h e y ' d  b e  a l l  r i g h t  t i l l  m i d y e a r
so w e ' r e  n o t  so w o r r i e d  a b o u t  it.

S E N A T O R  B E R N A R D - S T E V E N S :  Rig h t .  So  w o u l d  y o u  b e  n e c e s s a r i l y
t h a t  o p p o s e d  to  r e v e r s i n g  t h a t  a l i t t l e  bit, c u t t i n g  it to  2.5, 
2 .8, s o m e w h e r e  in t h a t  area, a n d  st i l l  d o i n g  t h e  s t u d y  a n d  see 
w h a t  t h e  i m . . . s e e  h o w  t h i n g s  ar e  g o i n g ?

S E N A T O R  W E H R B E I N :  I a s s u m e  t h a t  t h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  A n y  cu t  y o u ' d
m a k e  w o u l d  t e n d  to b e  a l i t t l e  b i t  a r b i t r a r y  b e c a u s e ,  y o u  know, 
w h e t h e r  t h e r e ' s  m o r e  t h a n . . . t h a t  i n s i n u a t e s  t h e r e ' s  m o r e  t h a n
7 5 0 , 0 0 0  d o l l a r s  w o r t h  of abuse, q u o t e ,  in the r e .  I'm n o t  su r e  
t h e r e  is or isn't, so an y  c u t  I t h i n k  c o u l d  b e  t e n d  t o  be  
a r b i t r a r y  r i g h t  at t h i s  point. N o w  m a y b e  w e  c a n  s t u d y  it c l o s e r  
in t h e  n e x t . . . .  W e ' v e . . . t h i s  is a ver* s h o r t  n o t i c e ,  if y o u  
u n d e r s t a n d  it ' s  o n l y  b e e n  a b o u t  t h r e e  w e e k s  s i n c e  w e ' v e  k n o w n  
t h e  d e p t h  of t h e  issue, b u t ...so t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a r i s k  of b e i n g  
s o m e w h a t  a r b i t r a r y  but, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, it p r o b a b l y  i s n ' t  
i m p o s s i b l e .

S E N A T O R  B E R N A R D - S T E V E N S :  And, S e n a t o r  W e h r b e i n ,  y o u  d i d  b r i n g
u p  o n e  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  I w a n t e d  to  ask. W a s  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  
b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  or d i d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  u n c o v e r  th e  
s i t u a t i o n  a n d  a s k  fo r  it t o  be  c l a r i f i e d ?

S E N A T O R  W E H R B E I N :  Well, I'll t e l l  yo u  h o w  it was. Th e  f i r s t  of
F e b r u a r y  it wa s  b r o u g h t  t o  t h i s  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s . . . t h a t  
t h e r e  n e e d e d  to  b e  a d e f i c i t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  W e  d i d  n o t  k n o w  
u n t i l  a b o u t  th e  1st of  Ap r i l ,  I t h i n k  m a y b e  it w a s  M a r c h  2 9 t h  or 
30th, t h e  d e p t h  o f  t h e  n e e d  for t h a t  an d  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  e m e r g e n c y  
n a t u r e  o f  it, an d  t h a t  we  d i s c o v e r e d  o u r s e l v e s  u p o n  a s k i n g  
q u e s t i o n s .

S E N A T O R  B E R N A R D - S T E V E N S :  And, again, I t h i n k  ti.at p o i n t s  to
t h e . . .to t h e  g o o d  job o n  t h e  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  s i d e  an d  
A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  staff. M a d a m  P r e s i d e n t ,  in t h e  la s t  fe w  m i n u t e s


