
t h e s e  e m p l o y e e s  e x i s t  o n l y  w h e n  t h e y ' r e  t h e r e  d o i n g  w h a t  w e  w a n t  
t h e m  to  d o  fo r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  b u t  if t h e y  fall o n  h a r d  
t i m e s  or s u f f e r  a n  i l l n e s s  w h a t  b e c o m e s  of t h e m ?  It's s o m e t h i n g  
I t h i n k  w e  n e e d  t o  t h i n k  about. I w o u l d n ' t  e v e n  t r y  to  d o  it on 
t h i s  bill. It c o u l d n ' t  b e  d o n e  on  t h i s  o n e  if w e  w a n t e d  to, 
u n l e s s  w e  w e r e  g o i n g  to  g u t  it an d  r e d o  it, w h i c h  I k n o w  w e ' r e  
n o t  g o i n g  to  do. B u t  I h o p e  y o u ' l l  at l e a s t  t h i n k  of t h a t  idea 
b e c a u s e  s o m e t h i n g  m a y  c o m e  a l o n g  t h a t  w i l l  m a k e  it pos s i b l e .

P R E S I D E N T  ROBAK: T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  C h a m b e r s .  S e n a t o r
B e r n a r d - S t e v e n s .

S E N A T O R  B E R N A R D - S T E V E N S :  T h a n k  you. S e n a t o r  W e h r b e i n ,  t h i s  is
t h e  f.inal q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I have, at l e a s t  here, a n d  it's n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  on  t h i s  bill. It's m o r e  o n . . . o n  t h e  b u d g e t  t h a t  
w i l l  b e  c o m i n g  for w a r d .  T h e . . . y o u r  i n d i c a t i o n  w a s  that, I w a n t  
to  m a k e  s u r e  I h a v e  t h e  n u m b e r s  rig h t ,  t h a t  in t h e  b u d g e t  n o w  
t h e y  h a d  a b o u t  3.1, a n d  in t h e  b u d g e t  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  p r o p o s e  in 
t h e  n e x t  f i s c a l  year, t h e y ' l l  s t i l l  be  r i g h t  a r o u n d  3.1, so 
t h e y ' l l  b e  a b o u t  t h e  same. A n d  w h a t . . . I  g u e s s  w h a t  t h a t  w o u l d  
m e a n  is t h a t  t h e  e x t r a  7 0 0 , 0 0 0  t h e y  g o t  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  be 
t r i m m i n g  b a c k  b e t w e e n  n o w  a n d  t h a t  n e x t  f i s c a l  year. T h e y  
w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  t h a t  m u c h  t o  d e a l  with.

S E N A T O R  W E H R B E I N : Y e s .

S E N A T O R  B E R N A R D - S T E V E N S :  W o u l d  it b e  s o m e t h i n g  to t h i n k  a b o u t
t h a t  w e  cu t  t h a t  b u d g e t  a u t h o r i t y  b a c k  just a l i t t l e  b i t  m o r e  
a n d  say, look, y o u  a b u s e d  it, y o u ' r e  at 3.1, w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  pu t  
it at 2.5 or 2.8, s o m e t h i n g  li k e  that, t o  m a k e  an e v e n  s t r o n g e r  
m e s s a g e  t h a t  w e ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  to h u r t  a n y  p e o p l e  now, t h e y ' r e  
g o i n g  t o  be  a b l e  to  f i n i s h  out t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b i e n n i u m ,  b u t  
y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  to  p a y  for sins, t h e r e  has to  b e  so m e  
p e n a n c e  h e r e ?  W e  c u t  th e m  b a c k  a n d  w e ' l l  lo o k  an d  se e  t h a t  
f i r s t  y e a r  h o w  it g o e s  a n d  t h e n  w e  c a n  m a k e  a n y  a d j u s t m e n t s  th e  
s e c o n d  y e a r  at s o m e  po i n t .  W o u l d  y o u  b e  a m e n a b l e  to at l e a s t  
t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  a l o n g  t h a t  l i n e  w h e n  th e  b u d g e t  
c o m e s  f o r w a r d ?

S E N A T O R  W E H R B E I N :  Well, a c t u a l l y ,  w e  h a v e  l o o k e d  at s o m e t h i n g
v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  that. It's just a l i t t l e  b i t  li k e  yo u  p r o p o s e d .  
We  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  a s u m m e r - f a l l  s t u d y  o n  t h i s  a f t e r  t h e  d u s t  
s e t t l e s  on  this, so t o  speak, a n d  c o m e  b a c k  an d  lo o k  at t h a t  in 
J a n u a r y  to  see if w e  n e e d e d  t o  m a k e  f u r t h e r  a d j u s t m e n t s  b y  n e x t  
year, so it's a l i t t l e  r e v e r s e  of w h a t  y o u ' r e  saying. Y o u ' r e
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