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We  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  p o v e r t y  l e v e l  h a s  g o n e  u p  fo r  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  an d  
t h i s  w o u l d  be  o n e  t h i n g  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  d o  to  h e l p  c o r r e c t  t h a t  
p r o b l e m .  T h e  m a i n  r e a s o n  I s t a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  b r a c k e t  m o t i o n  is 
w e  r e a l l y  h a v e n ' t  e v e n  g o t t e n  to t h e  m e a t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  yet. W e  
h a v e n ' t  r e a l l y  h a d  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  
p o r t i o n  of it at all, a n d  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  it is f a i r  to 
b r a c k e t  t h e  b i l l  u n t i l  p e o p l e  h a v e  h e a r d  t h a t  p o r t i o n .  I... I am 
h o p e f u l ,  I k n o w  t h i s  b i l l  is s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  S e n a t o r  D a y  ha s  
w o r k e d  v e r y  h a r d  on, a n d  I am  h o p e f u l  t h a t  if we  d o n ' t . . . i f  we  
d o n ' t  g e t  it c l e a r  a c r o s s  t h i s  s e s s i o n ,  t h a t  w e  at l e a s t  h a v e  a 
d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  is c o m p l e t e  e n o u g h  t h a t  w e  c a n  jive b o t h  S e n a t o r  
D a y  a n d  o t h e r s  w h o  ar e  i n t e r e s t e d  in t h i s  a ea a n d  h a v e  b e e n  
w o r k i n g  o n  t h i s  b i l l  s o m e  d i r e c t i o n  as to  w h a t  it w i l l  t a k e  to 
g e t  th e  b i l l  in shape. I t h i n k  t h a t  if w e  g e t  to  th e  m e a t  of 
th e  b i l l  t h a t  w e  w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  is in s h a p e  an d  t h a t  it 
s h o u l d  b e  p a s s e d ,  b u t  w e  h a v e n ' t  g o t t e n  to  t h a t  p o i n t  yet, so I 
w o u l d  a s k  y o u  s i m p l y  n o t  t o  v o t e  fo r  th e  b r a c k e t  motion.

S E N A T O R  CRO S B Y :  T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  Sch i m e k .  S e n a t o r  P e d e r s e n ,
o n  t h e  b r a c k e t  mot i o n .

S E N A T O R  P E D E R S E N :  S e n a t o r  C r o s b y ,  m e m b e r s  of the L e g i s l a t u r e ,  I
w a s n ' t  g o i n g  to  s p e a k  on  this, b e c a u s e  f r o m  t i m e  to  t i m e  w i t h  
s o m e  of  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  I w o r k  with, I w a n t  to  m a k e  su r e  t h a t  
t h e r e  is a n o n y m i t y  n e e d s  t o  b e  done, b u t  t h e r e 's ... f i r s t  of all, 
I n e e d  t o  m e n t i o n  t h a t  I w a s  at t h a t  m e e t i n g  in t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  
O f f i c e  w i t h  S e n a t o r  L i n d s a y  a n d  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  I do  
n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  S e n a t o r  D a y  is t a k i n g  t h a t  w r o n g  at all. I d o
b e l i e v e  t h a t  w h a t  sh e  h e a r d  is d i f f e r e n t  th a n  w h a t  I heard, an d
it w a s  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  le a v e  t h a t
a m e n d m e n t  o n  there. In t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  I w o r k  in, I w o r k  w i t h
lo t s  of peo p l e ,  b o t h  f r o m  i n d i g e n t  p e o p l e  to s o m e  t h a t  h a v e  
mon e y ,  a n d  I k n o w  t h e r e  is t w o  re a l  c o n c e r n s  here. I h a v e  g o t  a 
c l i e n t  r i g h t  n o w  w h o  h a p p e n s  to  b e  f e m a l e  w h o  c a n n o t  see h e r  
c h i l d  b e c a u s e  t h e  f a t h e r  h o l d s  v i s i t a t i o n  f r o m  her, a n d  she p a y s  
c h i l d  support. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  d o e s  h a v e  t o  be  
t i e d  in w i t h  th i s  bil l ,  I m e a n  t h e  v i s i t a t i o n  h a s  t o  be  t i e d  in 
w i t h  t h e  c h i l d  supp o r t ,  a n d  I d o n ' t  k n o w  a b o u t  t h e  S u p r e m e  
C o u r t ' s  f e e l i n g  o n  it w h a t s o e v e r .  I a l s o  k n o w  t h a t  5 0 . . . I k n o w
t h a t  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  o n e  w o u l d  be  at l e a s t  50 p e r c e n t  of t h e
p e o p l e ,  y o u n g  p e o p l e  w e  h a v e  on  w e l f a r e  in t h i s  state, ar e  d u e  
c h i l d  support. I a l s o  k n o w  a p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  w h o  if y o u  t a k e  h i s  
l i c e n s e  a w a y  fo r  n o t  p a y i n g  c h i l d  s u p p o r t ,  h e  w i l l  g o  on
w e l f a r e ,  an d  we  a r e  g o i n g  to  p a y  t w i c e  as much. W e  a r e n ' t  g o i n g
to  g a i n  a n y t h i n g .  We  ar e  g o i n g  t o  lose. S o  t h i s  is a d i f f i c u l t


