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a m e n d m e n t  b e c a u s e  y o u  d o n ' t  w a n t  t h e  f i e l d  t o  b e  even. A l l  th e  
f a t h e r s  ou t  t h e r e  a r e  d e a d b e a t s .  T h e y  ar e  n o t  p e o p l e ;  an d  t h e y
a r e  not, t h e y  ar e  peo p l e .  A n d  w e  a r e  p u t t i n g  t h i s  id e a  ou t
t h e r e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  al l  d e a d b e a t s ,  and, again, I go  b a c k  to th e  
i s s u e  w h e r e  I've h a d  f a t h e r s  c o m e  u p  to m e  a n d  said, t h a t  ar e  
t h e  n o n c u s t o d i a l  p a r e n t ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  say i n g ,  w h a t  c a n  I d o  t o  
v i s i t  m y  child. A n d  I say, well, d i d  t h e  c o u r t  a l l o w  it? Yes, 
t h e  c o u r t s  a l l o w  it, b u t  I c a n ' t  g e t  v i s i t a t i o n  rights. In 
fact, t h e  w i f e  n o w  is g o i n g  t o . . . t h e  e x  is g o i n g  to  n o w  m o v e  to 
a n o t h e r  s t a t e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o n ' t . . . s h e  d o e s n ' t  w a n t  me  to  see 
t h e  c h i l d r e n .  Well, d o e s  she h a v e  a job in t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e ?
No. D o e s  sh e  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  sh e  is d o i n g  in th e  o t h e r  s t a t e ?  
No, sh e  is just m o v i n g  so I c a n ' t  s e e  t h e m  a n d  I c a n ' t  ge t
there. A n d  I h a v e  h a d  f a t h e r s  c o m e  u p  to  m e  a n d  say, I am  n o t
p a y i n g  m y  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  p a y m e n t s  b e c a u s e  I c a n ' t  se e  m y  c h i l d r e n  
a n d  I a m  g o i n g  to  e n d  u p  g o i n g  to  jail p r o b a b l y ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  o k a y  
b e c a u s e  I a m  n o t  p a y i n g  if I c a n ' t  s e e  m y  c h i l d r e n .  I d o n ' t
k n o w  w h e r e  t h e  m o n e y  is g o i n g  for. I d o n ' t  k n o w  if t h e y  a r e
b e i n g  c l o t h e d .  I d o n ' t  k n o w  if t h e y  a r e  b e i n g  t a k e n  c a r e  of, 
a n d  I h a v e  a r i g h t  t o  know. T h e  c o u r t  s a y s  I do. S e n a t o r  Day, 
h o w  a r e  w e  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of  t h a t ?  A n d  w e  don't. B u t  w e  
c a n  t a k e  c a r e  o f  it in t h i s  bill. W e  c a n  go  a lo n g  w a y  in
h e l p i n g  to  t a k e  c a r e  of  t h a t  issue, a n d  t o  si t  h e r e  a n d  a r g u e
t h a t  t h e  t w o  a r e  n o t  l i n k e d  is n o t  t r u e  any m o r e ,  t h e y  a r e  
linked. A n d  I t h i n k  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  t o  d o  is d e c i d e  ar e  y o u  
w i l l i n g  t o  lo s e  t h e  b i l l  or a r e  y o u  w i l l i n g  t o  m a k e  som e  
a g r e e m e n t s  that, yes, t h e y  c a n  b e  l i n k e d ;  w e  c a n  w o r k  it out; we 
ca n  si t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  d o w n  an d  &ay, look, 
y o u  m a y  n o t  li k e  t o  d o  t h i s  b u t  t h e  f a c t  is, w i l l  y o u  d o  it? 
A n d  if t h e y  say, well, w e  d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  d o  it b e c a u s e  it m a y  
c o s t  us  a l i t t l e  b i t  m o r e  m o n e y  on t r a i n i n g ,  w e  ca n  g e t  to t h a t  
i s s u e  as well. W e  c a n  f i n d  th e  a m e n d m e n t s  to  m a k e  it w o r k  if we 
a r e  w i l l i n g  to  try. If t h i s  b i l l  c o n t i n u e s  to  a d v a n c e  in th e  
w a y  t h a t  it is goi n g ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  h o p e  of g e t t i n g  tha t  
o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  coin. N o w  m a y b e  y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h a t  wi l l  
h a p p e n  n e x t  y e a r  m i r a c u l o u s l y .  It won ' t .  I am t e l l i n g  you, it 
wo n ' t .  Y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  h a v e  e v e r y t h i n g . . .

S E N A T O R  CRO S B Y :  O n e  minute.

S E N A T O R  B E R N A R D - S T E V E N S :  ...on t h e  t a b l e  a n d  t h e n  t h i n g s  w i l l
h a p p e n .  A n d  if t h e  b r a c k e t  m o t i o n  d o e s n ' t  m a k e  it, l e t ' s  go  
t h r o u g h  t h i s  p r o c e s s  h e r e  just & l i t t i e  bit. T h r e e  o ' c l o c k  we 
c h a n g e  t o  a d i f f a r e n t  bill. W e  a r e  g o i n g  to Sa v e  O u r  S o n n y  
bi l l ,  SO S  bill, t h a t  w a s  S e n a t o r  W i t h e m ' s  line, I b e l i e v e .
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