
of p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  in t h e  p r o c e s s .  L e t ' 3 k e e p  ou r  f o c u s  on  th e
issues. W e  h a v e  d o n e  t h a t  so far. Y o u  h a v e  m a d e  d e c i s i o n s .  I
t h i n k  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  g o o d  d e c i s i o n s ,  a l t h o u g h  I d i d n ' t  a g r e e  
w i t h  o n e  of them. T h e y  ar e  r e a s o n a b l e  d e c i s i o n s .  T h e r e  is no  
p o i n t  to  b a c k i n g  a w a y  f r o m  t h i s  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  it is a l i t t l e  
b i t  c o n t r o v e r s i a l .  A l l  t h e  h a n g  u p  n o w  is on  v i s i t a t i o n .  
A l m o s t  n o  d i s c u s s i o n  is on c h i l d  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  y e t  S e n a t o r  D a y ' s  
o r i g i n a l  b i l l  wa s  o n  c h i l d  s u p p o r t ,  n o t  o n  v i s i t a t i o n .  F o r
20 years, w e  a g r e e d  a n d  d e a l t  s e p a r a t e l y  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of
v i s i t a t i o n ,  a n d  now, all o f  a sudden, t h e  t w o  a r e  i n e x t r i c a b l y  
l i n k e d  in c e r t a i n  mi n d s ,  an d  n o t  o n l y  a r e  t h e y  i n e x t r i c a b l y  
l in k e d ,  but, all of a sudden, we  h a v e  to  c o r r e c t  20 y e a r s  of n o t  
p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  v i s i t a t i o n  a n d  c o r r e c t  it all at o n c e  o n  
t h i s  bill. S e n a t o r  D a y  h a s  n o t  i g n o r e d  v i s i t a t i o n .  S h e  said, 
yes, le t ' s  d o  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h a t  too, just n o t  q u i t e  as 
q u i c k l y  as o t h e r s  w o u l d  h a v e  it. A n d  so I h o p e  y o u  w i l l  n o t  let 
a n  i s s u e  g o  t h i s  w a y  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  y o u  d o n ' t  w a n t  to f o c u s  on 
it, or  s o m e b o d y  d o e s n ' t  w a n t  to f o c u s  o n  it. T h a n k  you.

S E N A T O R  C R O S B Y :  T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  B e u t l e r .  S e n a t o r  Day, on
t h e  b r a c k e t  m o t i o n .

S E N A T O R  DAY: T h a n k  you. S e n a t o r  C r o s b y  a n d  c o l l e a g u e s .  I r i s e
in o p p o s i t i o n  to  this, a n d  I t h i n k  w e  h a v e  t o  go  b a c k  an d  l o o k  
a t  h o w  t h i s  al l  started. M y  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  w a s  to d e a l  w i t h  
c h i l d  s u p p o r t  e n f o r c e m e n t .  As  d i s c u s s i o n  w a s  in th e  c o m m i t t e e ,  
t h e r e  w a s  t a l k  a b o u t  t y i n g  v i s i t a t i o n  in w i t h  this, a n d  I wa s
a p p r o a c h e d ,  w o u l d  y o u  be  a g a i n s t  h a v i n g  t h a t  t i e d  in t o  it? No,
I k n o w  w e  h a v e  a p r o b l e m  w i t h  v i s i t a t i o n  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  if we  ca n  
t i e  it in a n d  w o r k  s o m e t h i n g  ou t  w h e r e  t h i s  is d e a l t  w i t h  in 
t h i s  bill, t n i s  is f i n e  w i t h  me. I d o n ' t  know, t h e  m a j o r  c h a n g e  
t h a t  w a s  h a p p e n i n g  w a s  w i t h  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a m e n d m e n t  t h a t  c e m e  
out, p u t t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  u n d e r  t h e  s a m e  a g e n c y  as th e  c h i l d  
s u p p o r t  a g e n c y ,  w h i c h  is n o t  done, t o  t h e  b e s t  of ou r  k n o w l e d g e ,  
in a n y  o t h e r  state. M y  c o n c e r n  w a s  t h a t  t o  h a v e  it h a n d l e d  
f a i r l y  t h a t  w e  n e e d e d  t o  p u t  it a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  in th e  courts. 
I n e v e r  f e l t  t h a t  I w a s  g o i n g  a g a i n s t  an  a g r e e m e n t  b e c a u s e  th e  
a g r e e m e n t  t o  m e  w a s  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  h a n d l e  it a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y .  
A n d  it is m y  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h a t ' s  w h a t  w e  a r e  doing, w e  ar e  just
n o t  p u t t i n g  i t  u n d e r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of S o c i a l  Ser v i c e s .  We  n e e d
t o  g e t  b a c k  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e a s o n  o f  t h i s  bi l l ,  an d  t h a t ' s  for 
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  c h i l d  sup p o r t .  W e ' v e  h a d  l e n g t h y  d e b a t e s  h e r e  on 
t h e  f l o o r  as w e  go  t o  w e l f a r e ,  a n d  w e  t a l k  a b o u t  w e l f a r e  reform. 
T h i s  is a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  t o  it. it m a y  n o t  h e l p  t h o s e  
w o m e n  t h a t  a r e  a l r e a d y  on  w e l f a r e ,  b u t  it c a n  h e l p  p r e v e n t  w o m e n


