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CLE R K :  M a d a m  P r e s i d e n t ,  S e n a t o r  B e r n a r d - S t e v e n s  w o u l d  m o v e  to
b r a c k e t  t h e  b i l l  u n t i l  J u n e  2nd, 1995.

S E N A T O R  C R O S B Y :  S e n a t o r  B e r n a r d - S t e v e n s .

S E N A T O R  B E R N A R D - S T E V E N S :  T h a n k  you. M a d a m  P r e s i d e n t  an d  m e m b e r s
of t h e  body. I a m  v e r y  s e r i o u s  o n  t h i s  a m e n d m e n t  or  t h i s  
m o t i o n ,  a n d  I am n o t  t r y i n g  t o  ki l l  t h e  bill. In fact, I'm 
t r y i n g  t o  d o  t h e  o p p o s i t e  of that. I am  t r y i n g  to  k e e p  t h e  b i l l  
so it is s t i l l  a v i a b l e  option, an d  y e t . . . w e l l ,  let m e  ge t  in t o  
t h e  w h o l e  c o n c e p t  of  w h e r e  I a m  c o m i n g  from. I've w o r k e d  in 
t h i s  a r e a  a n d  o t h e r  a r e a s  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of S o c i a l  
S e r v i c e s ,  t h e  c o u r t  system, a n d  S e n a t o r  D a y  h a s  d o n e  a 
t r e m e n d o u s  job of w o r k i n g  in t h i s  a r e a  as well. W h e r e  we  
f i n d . . . t h e  p o s i t i o n  w e  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  in t o d a y  is tha t  t h e r e  is 
a t r e m e n d o u s  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  v i s i t a t i o n .  And, again, o n e  of 
t h e  c o m m e n t s  I w a s  g o i n g  to  m a k e  is t h e r e  a r e  so m a n y  f a t h e r s  
w h o  h a v e  c o m e  u p  t o  m e  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  t w o  y e a r s  a n d  s a i d  t o  me  
p e r s o n a l l y  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  r e f u s i n g  to  p a y  t h e i r  c h i l d  sup p o r t ,  
a n d  it is b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  t h e  v i s i t a t i o n  r i g h t s  
h o n o r e d ;  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  see t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  A n d  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  
to  b e  d a r n e d  if t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  to  c o n t i n u e  to  p a y  if t h e y  
c o u l d n ' t  see t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  l i k e  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  s t a t e d  t h e y  w e r e  
s u p p o s e d  to, e v e n  if t h e y  h a d  t o  go  t o  jail. T h e  v i s i t a t i o n  
r i g h t  is ve r y ,  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h o s e  n o n c u s t o d i a l  p a r e n t s ,  as 
i m p o r t a n t  as t h e  c h i l d  c o l l e c t i o n  o n  t h e  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  p a y m e n t s .  
W h a t  w e  h a v e  n o w  is th e  b i l l  t h a t  h a s  s e p a r a t e d  th e  t w o  i s s u e s  
t* a l a r g e  a d e g r e e ,  a n d  I s u s p e c t  t h a t  we  a r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  a 
d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  e v e r  g e t t i n g  to  a v o t e  on  t h e  bill. If, in fact, 
w e  g e t  t o  a vot e ,  an d  if for s o m e  r e a s o n  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  a c t u a l l y  
m a k e  it t h r o u g h  S e l e c t  F i l e  an d  F i n a l  R e a d i n g ,  t h e n  w h a t  y o u  
h a v e  is t h e  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  w e  ar e  g o i n g  to  c o m e  b a c k  an d  l o o k  at 
t h e  v i s i t a t i o n  side. B u t  I am h e r e  to  t e l l  y o u  that, in my  
judgment, t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  w i l l  fin d  a lot of 
r e a s o n s  w h y  t h e y  w o n ' t  b e  a b l e  to m a k e  t h e  v i s i t a t i o n  t h i n g  
work. Y o u  ar e  g o i n g  to  g e t  on e  s i d e  of t h e  coin, bu t  y o u  are 
n o t  g o i n g  to  b e  a b l e  t o  g e t  th e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  the c o i n  at all. 
T h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  g e t  t h e s e  t y p e s  of t h i n g s  a g r e e d  to is fo r  us, 
in th e  body, to  s a y  t i m e o u t .  Yeah, t h e r e  is a bill. T h e  i s s u e  
is i m p o r t a n t .  W e  w a n t  to  g e t  t h o s e  t h a t  d o n ' t  p a y  c h i l d  
sup p o r t ,  w e  w a n t  t o  g e t  t h o s e  s u p p o r t  p a y m e n t s  to b e  made. We  
w a n t  v i s i t a t i o n  r i g h t s  a n d  it is o u r  p r e r o g a t i v e  to  say timeout. 
S e n a t o r  L i n d s a y ,  S e n a t o r  Day, t h e  D e p a i c m e n t  of S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  
t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e ,  w h o m e v e r  wa s  i n v o l v e d ,  t a k e  s o m e  m o r e
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