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S E N A T O R  LIN D S A Y :  T h a n k  you, Mr. S p e a k e r ,  m e m b e r s .  T h i s . . . I ' m
p a s s i n g  o u t  an  e x p l a n a t i o n  of AM1 6 0 8 .  T h e  a m e n d m e n t  is f a i r l y  
e x t e n s i v e  so I've g o t  c o p i e s  h e r e  on  m y  d e s k  fo r  a n y b o d y  t h a t  
w a n t s  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  itself, but, o t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  is 
in f r o n t  of you. A n d  it ' s  m o r e . . . i t ' s  a p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n  a n y w a y  
in w h a t  w e ' r e  d o i n g  or w h a t ' s  b e i n g  s u g g e s t e d .  A n d  t h a t  is t h a t  
w h a t  t h i s . . . w h a t  A M 1 6 0 8  w o u l d  d o  is t o  r e t u r n  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  
s i d e  of  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  b a c k  t o  t h e  r e f e r e e  s y s t e m  t h a t  wa s  
c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  D a y  a m e n d m e n t  a l i t t l e  b i t  ear l i e r .  A n d  t h a t  is 
t h a t  it p u t s . . . i t ' s  p u t s . . . t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of s u p p o r t  w o u l d  be  
a l s o  d e t e r m i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h a t  s a m e  r e f e r e e  system. T h a t  is t h a t  
to  th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h a t  is a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  s u p p o r t  w o u l d  be  
h a n d l e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y .  T o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  it ' s  judicial, 
s u p p o r t  w o u l d  b e  h a n d l e d  j u d i c i a l l y .  A g a i n ,  it t r i e s  to  m o v e  
v i s i t a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  to s o m e w h a t  of a n  e v e n  ke e l  bu t
a l l o w s ... s t i l l  a l l o w s  t h a t  s a m e  s p e e d  w i t h  w h i c h  t h i n g s  c a n  be  
d o n e  t h a t  S e n a t o r  D a y  w a s  m e n t i o n i n g  in d i s c u s s i n g  h e r
a m e n d m e n t ,  a l l o w s  t h a t  sa m e  e f f i c i e n c y  t o  b e  h a n d l e d  or t o  be
a l l o w e d  t o  b o t h  s u p p o r t  a n d  v i s i t a t i o n .  T h e  b o t t o m  li n e  is if 
w e . . .the p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n  is, d o  we  or d o  w e  n o t  w a n t  t h o s e  t w o  
to  b e  h a n d l e d  in t h a t  m a n n e r .  If t h e r e  was s o m e  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  
s u b j e c t i v e  d e c i s i o n s  b e i n g  m a d e  in an  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  setting, 
t h e n  t h i s  h a n d l e s  t h a t  c o n c e r n .  B y  m o v i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  o v e r  to 
t h a t  s a m e . . . I  g u e s s  fo r  la c k  of a b e t t e r  term, q u a s i  j u d i c i a l  
set t i n g ,  t h e  r e f e r e e  s y s t e m  t h a t ' s  b e e n  t a l k e d  about, t h e r e  
a r e . . . i t ' s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e . . . i t ' s  b e e n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
s u p p o r t  is o b j e c t i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u b j e c t i v e ,  a n d  t h a t  s i m p l y  is 
n o t  t h e  case. T h e r e  ar e  a lo t  of  c a l l s  t h a t  h a v e  to  made, 
s u b j e c t i v e  t y p e s  of  c a l l s  t h a t  h a v e  t o  b e  m a d e  in t h e s e . . . i n  th e  
h e a r i n g s  t h a t  w e  a l r e a d y  have. A n d  I s h o u l d  m e n t i o n  we  d o  h a v e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  h e a r i n g s  t h a t  t a k e  p l a c e  e v e r y  d a y  at DSS, an d  
t h a t ' s  w h a t  t h e  t h r u s t  is, it m o v e s  t h e s e  h e a r i n g s  over, b a c k  
o v e r  t o  t h e  r e f e r e e  system. T h e  s u b j e c t i v e  t y p e s  o f  c a l l s  t h a t  
ar e  m a d e  in t h o s e  s i t u a t i o n s  ar e  t h i n g s  l i k e  s o m e o n e  h a s  p a i d  
s u p p o r t ,  b u t  h a s  p a i d  it d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e . . . t o  a w i f e  o r  a 
h u s b a n d ,  t h e  c u s t o d i a l  p a r e n t .  A n d  t h e  c u s t o d i a l  p a r e n t  then, 
on  an  o c c a s i o n a l  b a s i s ,  t h r e e  or f o u r  m o n t h s ,  m i g h t  f i l e  t h a t  
r e c e i p t  w i t h  t h e  c o u r t  a n d  t h a t  w o u l d  t h e n  c l e a r  u p  t h e  support. 
B u t  r a t h e r  t h a n  d o i n g  it e v e r y  mon t h ,  f i l i n g  t h a t  r e c e i p t  e v e r y  
m o n t h  an d  h a v i n g  it n o t a r i z e d  a n d  al l  of that, t h e y  d o  it on 
e v e r y  three, four, f i v e  m o n t h s  as t h e y  g e t  along. A n d  
i t ' s . . . t h o s e  t y p e s  of d i s p u t e s  w i l l  a r i s e  w h e n  t h e  p a r t i e s  ar e  
in an  a m i c a b l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  w h e r e  t h e  p a r t i e s  ar e  g e t t i n g  a l o n g  
a n d  t h e y  p a y  s u p p o r t  d i r e c t l y  b e c a u s e  it k n o c k s  of f  a c o u p l e  of
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