
A p r i l  25, 1 9 9 5  L B  592

P R E S I D E N T  ROB A K :  T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  Day. S e n a t o r  C h a m b e r s .

S E N A T O R  C H A M B E R S :  M a d a m  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  m e m b e r s  of th e
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  S e n a t o r  D a y  h a s  h i t  on  a n  i s s u e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  a 
s o r e  p o i n t  f o r  a lot of m e n  w h o  ar e  in t h e  p r o c e s s  of t r y i n g  to 
p a y  t h e i r  c h i l d  supp o r t .  A  y o u n g  g u y  h a d  c o m e  to  m e  an d  h e  w a s  
t n e  e x a m p l e  of t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  is a t o t a l  a n d  a b s o l u t e  
l i t e r a l i s t .  H e  h a d  b e e n  p a y i n g  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h r e e  or f o u r  
years. H e  h a d  m i s s e d  p a y i n g  h i s  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  t w i c e  in t h e
past. T h a t  m e a n s  h e  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  m o n t h s  b e h i n d  
a n d  n o t  t h o s e  t w o  m o n t h s  t o g e t h e r .  H e  c u r r e n t l y  w a s  a b o u t  to 
m i s s  a n o t h e r  p a y m e n t  a n d  h e ' d  g i v e  w h a t  h e  c o u l d  a n d  he  t h o u g h t  
h e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  jail so h e  c a m e  t o  me. A n d  it ' s  on e  of t h o s e  
s i t u a t i o n s ,  I w o n ' t  te l l  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  d o n e  w i t h  
r e f e r e n c e  to h i m  b e c a u s e  it m i g h t  b e  p o s s i b l e  fo r  h i s  i d e n t i t y
to  b e  d e t e r m i n e d ,  a l t h o u g h  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  a n y b o d y  is t h a t
i n t e r e s t e d  in  d o i n g  it, b u t  I h a d  let h i m  k n o w  I w o u l d n ' t  e v e r  
g i v e  h i s  name. It w a s  w o r k e d  o u t  w h e r e  h e  t a l k e d  t o  so m e  of th e  
p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  in c h i l d  s u p p o r t  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  t h e y  said, 
i n s t e a d  o f  y o u  g o i n g  t o  jail w e  w o u l d  l i k e  to m a k e  y o u  an 
e x a m p l e  of h o w  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  p a y  t h e i r  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  a n d  it's 
l i k e  a w e i g h t  d r o p p e d  o f f  of  him. H e  c a m e  o u t  of hid i n g .  I
d o n ' t  m e a n  h e  w e n t  u n d e r g r o u n d .  H e  w a s  a f r a i d  of p o l i c e  cars.
H e  t h o u g h t  w a r r a n t s  w e r e  o u t  fo r  him. I d i d n ' t  e v e n  k n o w  t h e
e x t e n t  of t h e  f e a r  t h a t  h e  had. B u t  h e  w a s  a y o u n g e r  p e r s o n  an d
al l  t h e  t h i n g s  h e  h a d  h e a r d  h a d  t a k e n  r o o t  in him. He  w a s  o n  a 
job w o r k i n g  b u t  h e  h a d  lo s t  h i s  p r e v i o u s  jo b  on  w h i c h  h e  m a d e
m o r e  mo n e y ,  so  h e  c o u l d n ' t  m a k e  a l l  of t h e  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  m o n e y  
b e c a u s e  t h e  job h e  w a s  w o r k i n g  p a i d  less. H e  t h o u g h t  h e  wa s  
g o i n g  t o  lo s e  h i s  job, just e v e r y t h i n g  i m a g i n a b l e  t h a t  c o u l d  
h a p p e n  h e  w a s  s u r e  w o u l d  h a p p e n  to  him. If a p r o c e s s  s u c h  as 
t h i s  w e r e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  p e o p l e  w e r e  m a d e  a w a r e  of it I 
t h i n k  it c o u l d  g o  a l o n g  w a y  in a v o i d i n g  som e  d i f f i c u l t  
p r o b l e m s .  A p e r s o n  w o u l d  n o t  say, s i n c e  I c a n ' t  p a y  all o f  m y  
s u p p o r t  at t h i s  time, I'm n o t  g o i n g  t o  p a y  a n y  of it b e c a u s e  
t h a t  w o n ' t  d o  a n y  good. T h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  is p r e s e n t e d .  T h e  fa c t  
t h a t  a p e r s o n  is a l l o w e d  t o  p u t  in a p l e a  f o r  a c h a n g e  in th e  
a m o u n t  p a i d  in c h i l d  s u p p o r t  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  t h a t  p l e a  w i l l  be  
a c t e d  o n  f a v o r a b l y  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  p l e a  wa s  
made. W h e n  S e n a t o r  L i n d s a y  sa i d  t h e  s t a t e  h a d  g o n e  o v e r b o a r d  in 
t r y i n g  to c o l l e c t  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  a n d  S e n a t o r  B e u t l e r  s a i d  it's 
u n r e a s o n a b l e  to  s a y  t h a t  w h e n  t h e  s t a t e  is t r y i n g  to m a k e  p e o p l e  
p a y  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  y o u  c a n  g o  o v e r b o a r d ,  in t h i s  
i n s t a n c e ,  I a g r e e  w i t h  S e n a t o r  L i n d s a y .  I h a v e  n e v e r  f e l t  t h a t
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