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s u p p o r t  r e f e r e e ,  a n d  t h i s  wa s  s o m e t h i n g ,  S e n a t o r  D i e r k s ,  I 
th i n k ,  y o u  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  a n d  I t h i n k  l e g i t i m a t e l y  so, 
w h e n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  c h a n g e s  fo r  a n o n c u s t o d i a l  p a r e n t  a n d  t h e y  
a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  p a y  th e  s a m e  a m o u n t  of c h i l d  s upport, as w a s  
c o u r t  o r d e r e d ,  it's a v e r y  l e n g t h y  a n d  c a n  b e  a v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  
p r o c e s s  f o r  t h e m  t o  g e t  b a c k  i n t o  c o u r t  t o  c h a n g e  this. So w h a t  
w e  a r e  d o i n g  is s e t t i n g  u p  a s y s t e m  h e r e  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  t a k e  th e  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e y  c a n  fi l l  o u t  t h e  a f f i d a v i t ,  t h e y  c a n  fi l l  ou t  
al l  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t h e y  c a n  p r e s e n t  it to  th e  
c h i l d  s u p p o r t  r e f e r e e  a n d  t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  to  c h a n g e  
t h e  c o u r t - o r d e r e d  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d e r s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  in place. 
So t h i s  d o e s  g i v e  an  o p t i o n  t o  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  c a n ' t  
a f f o r d  to  p a y  t h e i r  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  w a y  th e  g u i d e l i n e s  
h a v e  set it up, t h i n g s  h a v e  c h a n g e d ,  it g i v e s  t h e m  a w a y  t o  g e t  
b a c k  i n t o  c o u r t  an d  to  at l e a s t  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  c a s e  fo r  c h a n g i n g .
I t h i n k  t h i s  is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t .  I t h i n k  w h a t  h a p p e n s  to  a lot
of .individuals w h o  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r e n t s  an d  
t h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  p a y  t h e i r  c h i l d  s u p p o r t ,  t h i n g s  h a p p e n  a n d  
t h e y  c h a n g e  a n d  t h e y  c a n ' t  a n d  t h e y  g e t  b e h i n d ,  an d  t h e n  t h e y  
g e t  b e h i n d  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  a n d  t h e n  it just l o o k s  h o p e l e s s  to 
e v e r  b e  a b l e  t o  c a t c h  it u p  a n d  t h e y  just q u i t  pay i n g .  
H o p e f u l l y ,  t h i s  w i l l  g i v e  t h e m  a w a y  t o  b e  a b l e  to  g e t  in t o  g e t
t h i n g s  a d j u s t e d  b e f o r e  t h e y  e v e r  g e t  to  t h a t  s t a g e  w i t h  c h i l d
s u p p o r t .  T h e  i n t e n t  of t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h e  \ I i n t r o d u c e d  it 
w a s  n e v e r  t o  go  a f t e r  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  a r e  d o i n g  t h e i r  b e s t  
to  p a y  t h e i r  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  a n d  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  par e n t s .  It wa s  
n e v e r  t o  go  a f t e r  t h o s e  w h o  c o u l d n ' t  a f f o r d  to  p a y  th e  c h i l d  
s u p p o r t  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  b a d  o r d e r e d  them. T h e  i n t e n t  w a s  to go  
a f t e r . . . a n d  I w i l l  u s e  t h e  t e r m  b e c a u s e  it ' s  a v e r y . . . i t ' s  n o t  
a . . . t h e r e ' s  q u i t e  a f e w  o f  t h e m  o u t  there, I w a s  g o i n g  to  s a y  a 
l i m i t e d  n u m b e r ,  it c e r t a i n l y  d o e s n ' t  a p p l y  t o  all, b e c a u s e  we  
h a v e  very, v e r y  r e s p o n s i b l e  n o n c u s t o d i a l  p a r e n t s ,  b u t  t o  go 
a f t e r  w h a t  I c a l l  t h e  t r u e  d e a d b e a t s ,  t h o s e  t h a t  h a v e  th e  mo n e y ,  
t h e y  h a v e  th e  f i n a n c e s ,  t h e y  c a n  p a y  c h i l d  sup p o r t ,  t h e y  c a n  be  
r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e  c h i l d r e n  t h e y  h e l p e d  b r i n g  i n t o  th i s  wo r l d ,  
a n d  y e t  fo r  an y  n u m b e r  of r e a s o n s  b e c a u s e  t h e y ' r e  a n g r y  at th e  
e x - w i f e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y ' r e  u p s e t  a t  t h e  c o u r t - o r d e r e d  c h i l d  
s u p p o r t ,  f o r  w h a t e v e r  rea s o n ,  t h e y  c h o o s e  n o t  to. T h a t  is w h o  
we  w a n t  to t a r g e t  in t h i s  area. So I t h i n k  t h i s  a m e n d m e n t  w i l l  
h e l p  t h o s e  t h a t  c a n n o t  p a y  th e  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  as it's b e e n  set 
up, a n d  I t h i n k  i t ’s an  i m p o r t a n t  par t .  And, li k e  I said, it 
d e f i n i t e l y  r a i s e s  m y  c o m f o r t  l e v e l  w i t h  t h i s  b i l l  b e c a u s e  t h a t  
w a s  n e v e r  w a s  m y  i n t e n t  t o  go  a f t e r  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  c a n n o t  
a f f o r d  to p a y  t h e i r  c h i l d  support. So, w i t h  that, I w o u l d  be  
m o r e  t h a n  w i l l i n g  to  a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .
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