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a b l e  to  p e r f o r m  h i s  b u s i n e s s  t o  m a k e  p a y m e n t  fo r  c h i l d  support. 
S a m e  w a y  w i t h  t a k i n g  h i s  d r i v e r ' s  lic e n s e ,  I s uppose, b e c a u s e  
h e ' s  k i n d  o f  l i m i t e d  t o  w h e r e  h e  c a n  get. B u t  w h a t ’s t h e  
r a t i o n a l e  o n  t h a t  s o r t  of  p r o c e d u r e ?

S E N A T O R  DAY: S e n a t o r  D i e r k s ,  I t h i n k  t h e  t h i n g  we  n e e d  to loo k
at is t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  n o t  b e e n  p a y i n g  c h i l d  support. T h a t  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  lic e n s e ,  t h a t  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  p a r t  of 
h i m  p a y i n g  t h e  supp o r t .  B y  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  p r o c e s s  e v e n  s t a r t s  
t h e y  a r e  t h r e e  m o n t h s  in  a r r e a r s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e ' s  all 
k i n d s  of  d u e  p r o c e s s  t h e y  c a n  go  t h r o u g h .  If t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  
h a s  c h a n g e d ,  t h e y  c a n  se t  u p  a p a y m e n t  plan. T h e y  ca n  d o  a 
g r e a t  n u m b e r  of  t h i n g s  w i t h  this. I h a v e  h e a r d  t h a t  a r g u m e n t ,  
l i k e  I said, I d o n ' t  k n o w  if t h e y  h a v e  t h a t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
l i c e n s e ,  t h e y  h a v e  t h a t  o c c u p a t i o n a l  lic e n s e ,  t h e y  h a v e  t h a t  
d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e ,  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  p a y i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  
w h e n  t h i s  h a p p e n s .

S E N A T O R  D I E R K S :  W h a t ' s  h a p p e n e d  to  o u r  c o u r t s ?  W h y  a r e n ' t  t h e y
e n f o r c i n g  it? I m e a n  w e  h a d  a s i t u a t i o n  li k e  t h a t  in m y  c o u n t y  
f o r  a n u m b e r  of  yea r s ,  g o t  a n e w  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  an d  all of  a 
s u d d e n  t h i n g s  c h a n g e d ,  p e o p l e  s t a r t e d  s p e n d i n g  t i m e  in jail a n d  
t h e y  s t a r t e d  p a y i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d  s upport. B u t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  t a k e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i c e n s e s  a w a y  t o  d o  that. A n d  I h a v e  a b i g  p r o b l e m  
w i t h  t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h a t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i c e n s e  is an e x t r e m e l y
e x p e n s i v e  t h i n g  to  get. W e  h a v e  p e o p l e  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  are
h a v i n g  t r o u b l e  m a k i n g  p a y m e n t s  on  t h e i r  c o l l e g e  lo a n s  a l r e a d y ,  
an  t h e n  if y o u  t r y  t o  g e t  a c h i l d  s u p p o r t  p a y m e n t  ou t  of t h e m  
a n d  a p l a c e  fo r  t h e m  t o  li v e  an d  a v e h i c l e  to  dri v e ,  t h e y ' r e  u p  
a g a i n s t  th e  wall. I just w o n d e r  h o w  w e ' r e  i m p r o v i n g  th e
s i t u a t i o n  t a k i n g  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i c e n s e  away. I h a v e  b i g  
p r o b l e m s  w i t h  that. I w o u l d  like to  s e e  t h a t  stricken.

S E N A T O R  DAY: D o  y o u  w a n t  an a n s w e r ?

S E N A T O R  D I E R K S :  Yes.

S E N A T O R  DAY: W h a t ' s  h a p p e n i n g  w i t h  t h e  c o u r t s  is h a r d  to  s a y
b e c a u s e  I t h i n k  e v e r y  c o u r t  d o e s  it d i f f e r e n t l y  an d  e v e r y  judge 
h a n d l e s  it d i f f e r e n t l y .  T h r o w i n g  an  i n d i v i d u a l  in t o  jail, to 
me, d o e s  n o t  h e l p  t h a t  c h i l d  b u n p o r t  g e t t i n g  paid. W h a t  h a s  
h a p p e n e d  w i t h  t h i s  in o t h e r  s t a t e s  is t h e  t h r e a t  is w h a t  h a s
b r o u g h t  t h e m  u p  to p a y  t h e i r  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  a n d  g e t  it c u r r e n t  or
to  w o r k  o u t  a p a y m e n t  plan. A n d  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t .
I w i l l  b e  i n t r o d u c i n g  a n o t h e r  a m e n d m e n t  t h a t  h e l p s  t h o s e
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