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S E N A T O R  V R T I S K A :  T h a n k  you, M a d a m  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  m e m b e r s  of t h e
body. LB  291 w o u l d  just m e r e l y  c l o s e  a l o o p h o l e  t h a t  e x i s t s  in 
t h e  c u r r e n t  u n e m p l o y m e n t  law. C u r r e n t l y ,  if s o m e o n e  is 
d i s c h a r g e d  fo r  g r o s s  m i s c o n d u c t ,  is d i s q u a l i f i e d  f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  
c r e d i t s  f o r  u n e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e f i t s  u p  to  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  the 
m i s c o n d u c t  o c c u r r e d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  c r e d i t s  c a n  a c c u m u l a t e  
b e t w e e n  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  m i s c o n d u c t  a n d  t h e  t i m e  th e  e m p l o y e e  is 
d i s c h a r g e d .  W h a t  L B  291 w o u l d  d o  is p r o v i d e  t h a t  th e  e m p l o y e e ,  
s h o u l d  t h e y  be  d i s c h a r g e d ,  w o u l d  a l s o  b e c o m e  i n e l i g i b l e  for 
u n e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e f i t s  a c c r u e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  m i s c o n d u c t  
a n d  t h e  t i m e  of t h e i r  d i s c h a r g e .  T h i s  s e e m e d  to me  t o  be  
r e a s o n a b l e  as I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  a n y o n e  e v e r  i n t e n d e d  
f o r  a p e r s o n  w h o  is g u i l t y  of g r o s s  m i s c o n d u c t  in th e  w o r k p l a c e  
t o  e v e r  b e  a b l e  t o  d r a w  u n e m p l o y m e n t  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  w e r e  
c o m m i t t e d ... f r o m  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  c o m m i t t e d  t h e s e  acts, a n d  it 
c e r t a i n l y  d o e s  n o t  m a k e  s e n s e  t o  a l l o w  t h e m  to  a c c u m u l a t e  
c r e d i t s  d u r i n g  t h e  g a p  of t i m e  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  an d  t h e i r  
d i s m i s s a l .  T h i s  b i l l  is t h e  s a m e  as L B  1164, w h i c h  wa s  
i n t r o d u c e d  b y  S e n a t o r  B r a d  A s h f o r d  l a s t  year. L a s t  y e a r  th e  
b i l l  w a s  a d v a n c e d  f r o m  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  n o  o p p o s i t i o n  a n d  wa s  
a w a i t i n g  d e b a t e  o n  G e n e r a l  F i l e  w h e n  t h e  s e s s i o n  ended. So I'd 
h o p e  w e  c o u l d  m o v e  t h e  b i l l  t h i s  year. T h i s  b i l l  is r o t  
e x p e c t e d  to a f f e c t  o n l y  a h a n d f u l  o f  c a s e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  state, 
y e t  I f e e l  it is i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  i n t r o d u c e  t h i s  b i l l  s' we  c a n  
a d d r e s s  th i s  l o o p h o l e  in t h e  law, a n d  I w o u l d  as k  fo r  y o u r  
s u p p o r t  in  a d v a n c i n g  t h i s  bill. A n d  I'll a n s w e r  an y  of  y o u r  
q u e s t i o n s  if I can. T h a n k  you.

P R E S I D E N T  ROBAK: T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  V r t i s k a .  Is t h e r e  an y
d i s c u s s i o n  o n  th e  a d v a n c e m e n t  of L B  29 1 ?  S e e i n g  none, S e n a t o r  
V r t i s k a ,  d o  y o u  w i s h  to  c l o s e ?  C l o s i n g  is wai v e d .  T h e  q u e s t i o n
b e f o r e  y o u  is t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  L B  291. A l l  t h o s e  in f a v o r
v o t e  aye; all t h o s e  o p p o s e d  v o t e  nay. H a v e  y o u  all v o t e d ?  
P l e a s e  record.

C L E R K :  25 ayes, 0 nay s ,  M a d a m  P r e s i d e n t ,  o n  t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  of
291.

P R E S I D E N T  ROB A K :  L B  291 adv a n c e s .  S e n a t o r  B e u t l e r  w o u l d  li k e
to  r e c o g n i z e  Dr. L e s  V e s k r n a  o f  t h e  L i n c o l n  M e d i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  
F o u n d a t i o n  w h o  is s e r v i n g  as t h e  f a m i l y  d o c t o r  of the d a y  t o d a y  
on  b e h a l f  of t h e  N e b r a s k a  A c a d e m y  of F a m i l y  P h y s i c i a n s .
Dr. V e s k r n a  is u n d e r  t h e  n o r t h  b a l c o n y .  W i l l  y o u  p l e a s e  s t a n d
a n d  b e  r e c o g n i z e d .  L B  699.
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