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A n d  as s o m e b o d y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  poor, I d o n ’t s u p p o r t  the 
e x p a n s i o n  of g a m b l i n g  a n d  f e e l  t h a t  it h a s  a n u m b e r  of n e g a t i v e
c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  c r i m e  in a d d i t i o n  to  e c o n o m i c s  a r e  o t h e r  i s s u e s  we
c a n  t a l k  about. T h e  o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  I've s e e n  in m y  17 y e a r s  
in t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  is h o w  e v e r y  s t e p  f o r w a r d  l e a d s  to  y e t  
a n o t h e r  s t e p  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  t h e  e s c a l a t i o n  of  g a m b l i n g  a n d  t h e
f o r m s  of g a m b l i n g  t h a t  w e  allow. It ' s  b e c a u s e  we  c a n  n e v e r  
s a t i s f y  this, t h e  b o r e d o m  or t h e  c o m p l a c e n c y  t h a t  d e v e l o p s  w i t h  
w h a t e v e r  l e v e l  of g a m b l i n g  w e  have. W e  s t a r t e d ,  a n d  I d o  h a v e  
f o r  y o u  a h a n d o u t  o n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  h i s t o r y  o f  g a m b l i n g ,  b u t  
w e . . . a s  y o u  c a n  l o o k  at t h a t  a n d  see, w e  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t h e  h o r s e  
r a c i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  in 1934, a n d  f r o m  t h a t  w e  m o v e d  i n t o  b i n g o  
w h i c h  o c c u r r e d ,  I'm n o t  s u r e  w h e n  t h a t  was, in t h e  1950s, an d  
t h e n  w e  moved, w i t h  t h e  l o t t e r y  a m e n d m e n t  t h a t  w a s  a d o p t e d  in 
t h e  1960s, in t o  p i c k l e  c a r d s  a n d  keno, a n d  t h e n  th e  las t  L t e p  
w e ' v e  t a k e n  r e c e n t l y  o n  th i s  i s s u e  w a s  t h e  s t a t e  l o t t e r y  w h i c h  
w e  a d o p t e d  a c o u p l e  of  y e a r s  ago. N o w  w e  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  h o r s e  
r a c i n g  i n d u s t r y  b u t  o b v i o u s l y  t h e y ' r e  h u r t i n g  so r.ow t h e y ' r e  
l o o k i n g  at o t h e r  t y p e s  of r e v e n u e  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h a t ' s  pas s e ,  t h a t  it' s  n o t  t h e  c u r r e n t ,  m o s t  e x c i t i n g  f o r m  of
g a m b l i n g .  A n d  b i n g o ,  p i c k l e  cards, ken o ,  s t a t e  l o t t e r y  an d  
w h e r e  d o e s  t h a t  le a d  us  to, w e l l  sl o t  m a c h i n e s ,  th e  p r o p o s a l  
t h a t  t h e  v i d e o  l o t t e r y  t y p e  m a c h i n e s  t h a t  S e n a t o r  H a l l  w o u l d  
l i k e  to  p r o p o s e .  A n d  I'm t e l l i n g  y o u  t h a t  a f t e r  y o u  t a k e  t h a t  
s t e p  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  l o o k i n g  at c a s i n o s ,  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  to  b e  
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  r i v e r  boats. It's u l t i m a t e l y  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  
y o u  t a k e  o n c e  y o u  s t a r t  d o w n  t h e  road, a n d  it is th e  f o r c e  of 
c o m p e t i t i o n  f r o m  o t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  is d r i v i n g  u s  as w e l l  as th e  
d e s i r e  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  an d  e x c i t i n g  t o  d o  in s o m e  p e o p l e ' s  
l i v e s .

P R E S I D E N T  ROBAK: O n e  min u t e .

S E N A T O R  W E S E L Y :  So  t h e  c o n c e r n  t h a t  I h a v e  is t h a t  e v e r y  s t e p
f o r w a r d  l e a d s  to  u s  to  a n o t h e r  s t e p  a f t e r  t h a t  at som e  p o i n t  
w h e n  t h e  t i m e  comes. A n d  so I'd r a t h e r  ju s t  sa y  no. I d i d n ' t  
w a n t  t h e  s t a t e  lot t e r y ,  d i d n ' t  s u p p o r t  it, d i d n ' t  s u p p o r t  th e  
p i c k l e  c a r d s  an d  t h e  o t h e r s  and it s e e m s  t o  m e  th a t  a g a i n  I 
w o u l d  o p p o s e  this. I'm g l a d  S e n a t o r  H a l l  is o f f e r i n g  it in t h i s  
fas h i o n .  W e  c a n  t a l k  a b o u t  ou r  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  conc e r n s ,  th e  
i s s u e s  as w e  se e  t h e m  an d  h o p e f u l l y  t h i s  b o d y  w i l l  r e s o l v e  r i g h t  
of f  t h e  bat, d o  w e  w a n t  or d o  w e  n o t  w a n t  to  m o v e  f o r w a r d  o n  
t h i s  issue. If y o u  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  me, if y o u  f e e l  we  s h o u l d  m o v e  
f o r w a r d ,  t h e n  o b v i o u s l y  t h e  t i m e  to  d o  it r i g h t  w o u l d  n e e d  to  b e  
taken, b u t  I w o u l d  h o p e  y o u  w o u l d  a g r e e  to  s u p p o r t  t h e  k i l l
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