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I g u e s s  o n  t h e i r  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  us, b u t  t h e y  f r a n k l y  r e p r e s e n t  
o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  T h a t ' s  w h a t  t h e y  g e t ...t h e y 're p a i d  to  be  
d o w n  h e r e  b e c a u s e  o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  c a n ' t  b e  here, so t h e y  s p e l l
o u t  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t s .  B u t  at t h e  sam e  t i m e  w e  c a n ' t  lo s e  s i g h t
of w h a t  t h e  f o l k s  b a c k  h o m e  t h i n k  on t h e s e  i s s u e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
d o n ' t  a l w a y s  h a v e  th e  s a m e  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  I a p p r e c i a t e  t h o s e  
co m m e n t s .  I a l s o  a p p r e c i a t e  S e n a t o r  C h a m b e r s  s a y i n g  th a t  he 
i n t e n d s  t o  s p e a k  t o  t h i s  i s s u e  r a t h e r  " l e n g t h i l y "  and, S e n a t o r  
C h a m b e r s ,  I w o u l d  e x p e c t  n o t h i n g  less. I l o o k  f o r w a r d  to  the
q u e s t i o n s .  T h e  d e b a t e  w i l l  be  l i v e l y  I' m  s u r e  an d  we ' l l  w a l k
t h r o u g h  it p a g e  b y  page, l i n e  b y  line, w o r d  b y  word. T h a t ' s  f i n e  
b y  me. Y o u  k n o w  that. W e ' l l  d e a l  w i t h  it s t r a i g h t  up. W e ' l l  
e i t h e r  b e  a b l e  to a g r e e  w i t h  a m e n d m e n t s  or w e  w o n ' t  a n d  w e ' l l  
g e t  h o p e f u l l y  s o m e t h i n g  f a s h i o n e d  th a t  m a k e s  s e n s e  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  
b o d y  c a n  s u p p o r t  an d  p a s s  in t o  law. B u t  I c l e a r l y  t h i n k  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  a n u m b e r  of i s s u e s  ou t  t h e r e  t h a t  a d d r e s s  t h e  
e c o n o m i c s  of t h i s  a s p e c t  an d  S e n a t o r  W i t h e m  t o u c h e d  on  th a t  w h e n  
h e  said, look, e x p a n d e d  g a m b l i n g  is h e r e  in  N e b r a s k a .  It's just 
t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  r e c e i v e  a n y  of t h e  b e n e f i t  f r o m  it. If y o u  a r g u e
t h a t  g a m b l i n g  b r i n g s  w i t h  it a b u r d e n  on s o c l e : j  a n d  t h e r e  is a
c o s t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  it, t h a t  w e  h a v e  t h a t  r i g h t  n o w  b e c a u s e  of 
t h e  p r o x i m i t y  of e x p a n d e d  g a m b l i n g  in t h i s  s t a t e  b e c a u s e  of th e
b o r d e r  states, w e  r e c e i v e  all of  t h e  b u r d e n  a n d  n o n e  of th e
b e n e f i t .  T h o s e  t a x  d o l l a r s  f l o w  o u t s i d e  o u r  b o r d e r s  a n d  d o n ' t  
c o m e  back, b u t  y e t  t h e  t a x  d o l l a r s  w i t h i n  o u r  s t a t e  a r e  p r e s s e d  
e v e r  h a r d e r  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  b u r d e n  t h a t  w e  r e c e i v e  f r o m  t h a t  
e x p a n d e d  g a m b l i n g  t h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  b e  t a k i n g  p l a c e  so c l o s e  to 
o u r  b o r d e r s .  I w o u l d  u r g e  y o u  to  t h i n k  l o n g  a n d  h a r d  a b o u t  th i s  
issue. I k n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  ar e  s o m e  of y o u  w h o  just a b s o l u t e l y
o p p o s e  g a m b l i n g  a n d  I k n o w  w h e r e  S e n a t o r  C h a m b e r s  is g o i n g  to b e
o n  t h i s  issue. I t h i n k  I k n o w  w h e r e  S e n a t o r  L a n d i s  is g o i n g  t o
b e  as w e l l  a n d  I d o n ' t  h o l d  t h a t  a g a i n s t  t h e m  b e c a u s e  t h a t ' s
t h e i r  f i r m l y  h e l d  bel i e f .  B u t  it a l s o  h a p p e n s  t o  be  m i n e  t h a t  
t h i s  is an  i s s u e  w e  o u g h t  to  add r e s s ,  t h a t  we  c a n ' t  pu t  o u r  h e a d  
in t h e  s a n d  a n y  longer, t h a t  we  h a v e  to  m o v e  forward. T h i s  i3 
n o t  a n e w  p r o p o s a l .  A c t u a l l y  I've i n t r o d u c e d  a s i m i l a r  b i l l  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i v e  y e a r s  ago. I've i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  b i l l  on  a n d  
o f f  f o r  a b o u t  t h e  l a s t  s e v e n  years. It ju s t  h a p p e n s  t o  h a v e  
c o m e  to  a head, I gue s s ,  b e c a u s e  of t h e  r e c e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  in 
S o u t h  D a k o t a ,  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o v e r  in C o u n c i l  Blu f f s .  
W h e n  y o u . ..

P R E S I D E N T  RO B A K :  O n e  min u t e .
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