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to  m a k e  s o m e  of  t h e  j u d g m e n t s  t h a t  t h e y  must: m a k e  w h e n  v e r i f y i n g  
s i g n a t u r e s .  A n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e a s o n  is b e c a u s e  t h e  courts,
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  years, h a v e  g i v e n  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  to  
d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s .  A n d  so it ' s  a l w a y s  a c a l l  fo r  t h e m  to  t r y  
to  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  t h e  c o u r t s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  say. So on e  of th e
p u r p o s e s  in t h i s  b i l l  w a s  t o  t a k e  it o u t  o f  t h e i r  h a n d s  a n d  g i v e  
it to  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  S t a t e  w h e r e  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  c o n s i s t e n c y  in 
t h o s e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  an d  m a k e  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  th e  fin a l  
w o r d  on  it. If y o u  p u t  t h e  w o r d s  "to c o m p a r e  w i t h "  b a c k  in h e r e  
i n s t e a d  o f  "to m a t c h " ,  al l  y o u ' r e  r e a l l y  d o i n g  is p u t t i n g  it 
ba c k ,  I thi n k ,  in t h e  h a n d s  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  or
c o u n t y  cle r k s .  A n d  t h e n  a g a i n  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  i n c o n s i s t e n c y
a n d  t h e  n o n u n i f o r m i t y  a c r o s s  t h e  state. S o  I w o u l d  o p p o s e  it 
f o r  t h a t  reason. N o w  o n e  of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I'v e  h e a r d  k i n d  of 
d i s c u s s e d  on  t h e  p e r i p h e r a l  h e r e  t h i s  m o r n i n g  is a b o u t  t h e  w o r d  
"to m a t c h " .  A n d  I c a n ' t  g o  i n t o  s o m e  of t h e  l e g a l  d i s c u s s i o n  of 
it, b u t  I c a n  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  I t h i n k  it w o u l d  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  for 
us  t o  l e a v e  t h e  w o r d  "ma t c h "  in t h e r e  a n d  n o t  t r y  t o  d e f i n e  it 
c o n c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  w e  c a n ' t  d o  t h a t  o n  t h e  f l o o r ,  w h a t  "to m a t c h "  
means. I m e a n  w e  c a n ' t  t h i n k  of all t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  an d  
s i t u a t i o n s  w h i c h  m i g h t  occur. I t h i n k  t h a t  it ' s  m o r e  p r o p e r l y  
lef t  in  t h e  h a n d s  at t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .  N o w  I ' m . . . y o u  
know, p e o p l e  m a y  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  m e  o n  that. B u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  for 
i n s t a n c e ,  in just t h e  n a m e  a l o n e  y o u  c a n  g e t  i n t o  d i s p u t e s  a b o u t  
w h e t h e r  J i m  s h o u l d  b e  a c c e p t e d  f o r  J a m e s .  Y o u  c a n  g e t  in t o  
a r g u m e n t s  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  t h e  m i d d l e  i n i t i a l  n e e d s  to  b e  i n cluded, 
w h e t h e r  s o m e b o d y  w h o  g o e s  b y  t h e i r  m i d d l e  i n i t i a l  or m i d d l e  n a m e  
i n s t e a d  of t h e i r  f i r s t  n a m e  a n d  u s e s  t h e  f i r s t  ini t i a l ,  w h e t h e r  
t h e y . . . i f  t h e y  u s e d  t h e i r  s e c o n d  n a m e  i n s t e a d  of  t h e i r  f i r s t  
n a m e  a n d  it's n o t  t h e i r  leg a l  name, I m e a n  y o u  c a n  just go  on 
a n d  o n  a n d  on. I w o u l d  n o t  w a n t  u s  to  t r y  t o  d e f i n e  "ma t c h "  o n  
t h i s  floor. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  m o r e  p r o p e r l y  l e f t  t o  t h e  r u l e s  a n d  
r e g s  a n d  t o  th e  d i r e c t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e ' s  O f f i c e  
to  t h e  c o u n t y  cle r k s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  as q u e s t i o n s  arise. B u t  
t h e  m a i n  t h i n g  is t h a t  I t h i n k  w e ' r e  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  by  t h i s  b i l l  
is n o t  to  h a v e  to  h a v e  t o o  m a n y  of  t h o s e  d i r e c t i v e s .  P e r h a p s  
t h e  re a l  c o m m o n  o n e s  c o u l d  b e  d i r e c t i v e s .  B u t  th e  o t h e r  one s  
p r o b a b l y  s h o u l d  b e  le f t  in t h e  h a n d s  of  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of State, 
a n d  h o p e f u l l y  w e  w o n ' t  l e a v e  so m a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o p e n - e n d e d ,  w e ' l l  
h a v e . . .we w i l l  have, as I s a i d  m a n y  t i m e s  on  t h i s  floor, m o r e  
u n i f o r m i t y  i n  t h e s e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  state. So  I 
w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  u s  n o t  t o  t r y  to  t o o  c l o s e l y  d e f i n e  w h a t  w e ' r e  
t r y i n g  to  d o  here. W e  h a v e  s a i d  t h a t  w e  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  n e e d  to 
f i n d  t h e  p r i n t e d  name, s t r e e t  a n d  n u m b e r  o r  v o t i n g  p r e c i n c t  a n d  
city, v i l l a g e  or  p o s t  o f f i c e  a d d r e s s  to  m a t c h ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e . ..


