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p r o c e s s ,  a n  e a s i e r  p r o c e s s  t h a n  t h i s  b i l l  a n d  o t h e r s  are p u t t i n g  
i n t o  place. So m y  a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  just s a y  t h a t  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  
c i r c u l a t i n g  a p e t i t i o n  w o u l d  just h a v e  to  b e  a r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r  
i n  t h e  S t a t e  of N e b r a s k a  a n d  it w o u l d  s t r i k e  t h e  l e n g t h  of  t i m e  
t h a t  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  h a d  t o  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  t o  vote. A n d  I w o u l d  
h o p e  t h a t  I c o u l d  g e t  t h e  v o t e s  to  s u p p o r t  t h i s  a m e n d m e n t .  
T h a n k  you.

P R E S I D E N T  ROB A K :  T h a n k  you, S e n a t o r  Witek. S e n a t o r  Sch i m e k .

S E N A T O R  S C H I M E K :  Yes, t h a n k  you, M a d a m  P r e s i d e n t ,  m e m b e r s  of
t h e  body. I r i s e  in o p p o s i t i o n  to  t h e  W i t e k  a m e n d m e n t ,  n o t  
b e c a u s e  I d o n ’t t h i n k  sh e  h a s  s o m e  g o o d  a r g u m e n t s ,  I t h i n k  she 
does. B u t  if y o u  w i l l  r e c a l l  on  G e n e r a l  F i l e  w h e n  w e  a d d e d  th e  
s e v e r a b i l i t y  c l a u s e  to  t h i s  a m e n d m e n t  I t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  fac t  
t h a t  t h e r e  wa s  o n e  p r o v i s i o n  in t h i s  b i l l  t h a t  t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  
q u e s t i o n s  r a i s e d  about. A n d  t h i s  is t h e  v e r y  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  I'm 
s p e a k i n g  of, t h e  3 0 - d a y  r e q u i r e m e n t .  A n d  o n e  of th e  r e a s o n s  
t h a t  I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  k e e p  it in, a n d  I a s k e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  
s e v e r a b i l i t y  c l a u s e  added, is b e c a u s e  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of our
d i s c u s s i o n  in t h e  p e t i t i o n  t a s k  force, w h i l e  we  w e r e  t a l k i n g
a b o u t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  fo r  fraud, t w o  e l e c t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  w h o  
s e r v e d  o n  that t a s k  f o r c e  w e r e  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  th e  fa c t  
t h a t  la s t  t i m e  w h e n  we  h a d  t h e  t e r m  l i m i t s  p e t i t i o n  d r i v e  in 
t h i s  s t a t e  t h e r e  w e r e  a n u m b e r  of i n s t a n c e s ,  a n d  h e r e  in 
L a n c a s t e r  C o u n t y ,  in w h i c h  p e o p l e  c a m e  i n t o  t h e  state,
r e g i s t e r e d  at a m o t e l  an d  t h e n  r e g i s t e r e d  t o  vote, an d  t h e n
c i r c u l a t e d  p e t i t i o n s .  A n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  u p o n  t u r n i n g  in t h e  
s i g n a t u r e s  for t h a t  p e t i t i o n  d r i v e  t h e y  l e f t  ‘he state, t h e y  
w e r e  gone. A n d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  w a y  to t r a c e  t h e m  an i  t h e r e  w a s  n o  
w a y  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  fraud. A n d  t h e y  c o n v i n c e d  us 
on  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  t h a t  h a v i n g  s o m e  k i n d  of a w a i t i n g  p e r i o d  
w o u l d  h e l p  u s  to  p r e v e n t  tha t  k i n d  o f  s i t u a t i o n  fr o m  h a p p e n i n g  
in t h e  fut u r e .  Now, g r a n t e d ,  t h e r e  m a y  b e  a fe w  p e o p l e  w h o  
l e g i t i m a t e l y  m o v e  i n t o  t h e  state, w h o  r e g i s t e r  to  v o t e  a n d  w h o  
w a n t  to  c i r c u l a t e  p e t i t i o n s  w h o  m i g h t  be  h u r t  b y  this. A n d  y o u  
know, in  l e g a l e s e  t h e y  s a y  t h a t  we  h a v e n ' t  d e f i n e d  t h i s  n a r r o w l y  
e n o u g h  fo r  it to  b e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l . B u t  I s u b m i t  to y o u  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e . . . i t  is in t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  s t a t e  to t r y  to 
h e l p  a l l e v i a t e  t h a t  k i n d  of fraud. A n d  t h a t  on e  of t h e  r e a s o n s  
I f a v o r  t h e  3 0 - d a y  p r o v i s i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  9 0 - d a y  p r o v i s i o n  is 
b e c a u s e  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  it w a s  a n a r r o w e r  f r a m e  of t i m e  w h i c h  
w o u l d  m a y b e  c o m e  c l o s e r  to  m e e t i n g  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  test. I 
t h i n k  v e r y  g o o d  a r g u m e n t s  c a n  b e  m a d e  fo r  l e a v i n g  this p r o v i s i o n  
in b e c a u s e  t h e  s t a t e  d o e s  n e e d  to  h a v e  s o m e  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  it
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