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is u p  h e r e  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e y  ar e  n o t  g o i n g  to  g e t  p r e n a t a l  c a r e  
is m i s t a k e n .  Y o u  ar e  m i s t a k e n .  G o  c h e c k  f o r  y o u r s e l f .  In 
fact, S e n a t o r  P i r s c h  h a d  w a n t e d  to  e x p a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  of p e o p l e  
w h o  c o u l d  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of p r e n a t a l  care. T h a t 1s ... she w a n t e d  
to e x p a n d  that, to  r a i s e  t h a t  f r o m  133 p e r c e n t  of p o v e r t y  le v e l  
to  150 p e r c e n t  of  p o v e r t y  level, so m o r e  w o m e n  w o u l d  b e  g e t t i n g  
p r e n a t a l  care. T h a t  is w h a t  s h e  w a n t e d  t o  do. W h a t  sh e  d i d  n o t  
w a n t  t o  do, a n d  w h a t  I s u p p o r t  h e r  on, is g i v i n g  cash, $7 0  a 
mon t h ,  $71 a m o n t h  cash, w h e n  t h a t  w o m a n  is p r e g n a n t ,  for 
i n c i d e n t a l s ,  or fo r  w h a t e v e r  t h e y  w a n t  to  s p e n d  it on. In fact, 
if y o u ' r e ,  y o u  know, a n d  I am  n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  w o m e n  d o  this, b u t  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  e x i s t s  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  g o  o u t  a n d  b u y  c i g a r e t t e s  
w i t h  t h e  cash. Y o u  know, I m e a n  t h a t ' s  an  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  p e o p l e  
a r e  g o i n g  t o  b r i n g  u p  a n d  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  to  s a y  t h a t ' s  bad. 
T h a t ' s  b a d  fo r  t h e  infant, t h e  g r o w i n g  inf a n t .  So y o u  ar e  no t  
e v e n ... s a y i n g  t h a t  t h i s  is a n  i s s u e  of  p r o - l i f e ,  t o  me, is 
m i s t a k e n ,  b e c a u s e  I a m  n o t  g o i n g  to  s t a n d  h e r e  a n d  d e f e n d  m y  
p r o - l i f e  p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  I am  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  g o i n g  to d e f e n d  it to 
o t h e r  p r o - l i f e r s  t h a t  h a p p e n  t o  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  m e  on t h i s  issue, 
b u t  I am  g o i n g  t o  sa y  t h a t  t h i s  issue, a n d  I k n o w  S e n a t o r  
C h a m b e r s  l o v e s  to  sit a n d  h a v e  us y e l l i n g  at  e a c h  o t h e r  on t h i s  
i s s u e  b e c a u s e  it is e m b a r r a s s i n g  to  m e  even, b u t  I wi l l  te l l  yo u  
t h i s  is an  i s s u e  a b o u t  g i v i n g  c a s h  t o  p r e g n a n t  women, an d  th e  
s t a t e  m a d e  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  d o  t h a t  a c o u p l e  of y e a r s  ag o  
w h e n  it w a s  in f r o n t  of t h e i r  f a c e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a b u d g e t  
cru n c h ,  a n d  t h e y  said, okay, w e  h a v e  all t h e s e  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s  
t h a t  we  ar e  g o i n g  t o  d o  to help, b u t  w e  a r e  just n o t  g o i n g  to 
g i v e  t h e m  c a s h  m o n e y  f o r  that. S e n a t o r  P e d e r s e n  ca m e  b a c k  in 
w i t h  h i s  a m e n d m e n t  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e y  d o  it in t h e  last t r i m e s t e r  
now. T h a t  is t h e  a m e n d m e n t  t h a t  w a s  a d o p t e d  o n  t h i s  floor. A n d  
I t h i n k  a lo t  of p e o p l e  w h o  v o t e d  fo r  th a t ,  a n d  w e  w i l l  f i n d  ou t  
h e r e  today, d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  all t h e s e  o t h e r  
b e n e f i t s  t h a t  p e o p l e  c a n  g e t  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  of t h e i r  p r e g n a n c y ,  
a n d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  w e  ar e  a s k i n g  t o  b a l a n c e  s o m e  of t h i s  on 
is t h e  c a s h  p a y m e n t  of $70 a month, a n d  it w o u l d  sa v e  us  so m e  
money. So  it is a f i s c a l  issue, b u t  it is n o t  just a f i s c a l  
issue. W e  ar e  ju s t  as c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  h e a l t h  i s s u e s  of 
p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  t u r n e d  t o  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  g e t  s o m e  h e l p  at t h a t  
time, a n d  w e  a r e  t h e r e  f o r  them. W e  a r e  h e l p i n g  them, b u t  w h a t  
w e  a r e  s a y i n g  is t h e r e  has, at so m e  p o i n t ,  an d  I k n o w  n o t  
e v e r y b o d y  b e l i e v e s  this, t h e r e  h a s  g o t  t o  b e  a b a l a n c e  t h e r e  as 
to  w h a t  w e  c a n  a f f o r d  b e c a u s e  w h a t  is g o i n g  to  h a p p e n  w h e n  
w e . . . w h e n  w e  r u n  ou t  of  mo n e y ,  or w h e n  w e  d r i v e  e n o u g h  p e o p l e  
o u t  of t h e  s t a t e  w h e r e  w e  a r e  n o t  d o i n g  i t  a n y m o r e ,  w h i c h  is 
a l r e a d y  h a p p e n i n g ?  W e  a r e  a l r e a d y  at, a n d  S e n a t o r  B r a s h e a r  w i l l

5 1 3 8


